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This study aimed to find out the oral reading diffi-
culties of poor readers from Grade 111 to Grado V and to
discover the factors that may be related to these difficul-
ties. This study was conducted at the Central Philippine
University Elementary School. Seventy pupils were involved
in the study, one half of whom were poor readers and the
other half, good readers. The "poor readers"™ were those
whose reading grades were 79% or lower; "‘good readers"™ had
reading grades of 85% or better. Sixty-three per cent of
the total number, or forty-four pupils, came from the labo-
ratory classes and thirty-seven per cent, or twenty-six
pupils, came from the "parallel” classes or non-laboratory
group. "Laboratory classes”™ here means classes which serve
as laboratory for observation and participation students,
practice teachers, and interns in the College of Education.
Of the thirty-five poor readers, fifteen came from Grade I11,

fifteen from Grade 1V, and five from Grade V. The same dis-

tribution was obtained in the good readers® group. The
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children®s ages ranged from ten to fourteen years, and the
average age was eleven years. Forty-three per cent of the
whole group, or thirty children were transferees from other
schools and the rest were indigenous.

The following wore the questions which this study
sought to answer:

1. What are the common oral reading difficulties of
the children? Which of these are also persistent?

2. Is the child"s physical health associated with his
reading performance?

3. Is authoritarianism on the part of the parents re-
lated to the child"s reading performance?

4. 1Is the family®"s socio-economic status related to
the child®"s reading performance?

5. Is mental ability associated with reading perform-
ance?

6. Is attendance in school related to reading perform-

ance?

PROCEDURE USED

1. Oral reading tests were administered to both the
good readers and the poor readers. The first one was with
the use of graded reading materials; the second, with the
use of a common reading material especially meant for Grade

I11. Each subject was asked to read one selection twice.
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and the errors he committed at each reading were recorded
in separate sheets. For comparison, only the record for
the second reading was used. The reading of the children
was all tape-recorded in order to insure reliability of the
analysis.

2. A mental ability test was administered to the
children under study. Their scores in this test were asso-

ciated with theilr reading performance.

3. Two questionnaires were sent to the parents of
the children and their results were analyzed:

a) All the parents of the children were asked to
answer a questionnailre on socio-economic status. The rela-
tionship between the scores obtained and the pupils®™ read-
ing performance was determined.

b) The scores obtained from a questionnaire on
parents® authoritarianism and the pupils’® reading perform-

ance were also studied for relatedness.

4_ Teachers™ records were looked into for data on
each child"s attendance in school. The relationship between

these and reading performance was determined.

5. The children®s physical examination records at the
Iloilo Mission Hospital was interpreted by the University
physician. Association studies were made between these and

the children®s reading performance.



FINDINGS

The study revealed that the most common oral reading
difficulties of the children were poor pronunciation and
isertion or omission.

Furthermore, physical health and parents®™ authoritari-
anism were the only factors among those studied, which
were relevant to general reading performance.

Socio-economic status, as a whole, is not highly asso-
ciated with general reading performance. The more meaningful
associations are between specific indexes and specific
reading skills: parents® educational level is highly asso-
ciated with pupils® ability to pronounce words; visual aids
in the home is highly associated with the pupils® ability
to sight-read.

On the basis of the findings, the following recommen-
dations are made:

1. Male student teachers should be made to undergo
practice teaching in reading.

2. There should be a developmental reading program
in every school under a full-time developmental reading
teacher.

3. There should be closer cooperation and coordination
between parents and teachers so that they could work
out the implications of the relation between such factors

as physical health and parents authoritarianism, and the



children’s reading performance.

The following problems have been suggested for fur-
ther study:

1. The possibility of establishing a developmental
reading program for the elementary grades.

2. The teacher’s influence on the learning of read-
ing.

3. The comparative effectiveness of any two methods

of teaching reading.



	PROCEDURE USED

	FINDINGS


