PORTRAYALS OF MARCOS: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF BATAS MILITAR AND
ALAALA (A MARTIAL LAW SPECIAL)

A Research Paper
Presented to
The Department of Languages, Mass Communication, and Humanities
Central Philippine University
Jaro, lloilo City

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements

in MasCom 325 (Research Paper in Mass Communication)

By

Elsbeth C. Amancio

April 2018
FILIPINIANA

/LOILE ALt



vii

PORTRAYALS OF MARCOS: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF BATAS MILITAR AND
ALAALA (A MARTIAL LAW SPECIAL)

Elsbeth C. Amancio
ABSTRACT

A content analysis of two documentaries, Batas Militar and Alaala: A Martial Law
Special,was done to explore how media portrayed Ferdinand Marcos. This study identified if
there are the similarities and differences of these portrayals as these documentaries were
published and shown ten years apart.

it was found out that these documentaries presented Ferdinand Marcos in a negative
hght — highlighting the violence and cruelty that took place in his administration wherein he has
the total control. Both of the samples reiterated that Marcos was a skilled strategist. Be it in
politics, law and the military, Marcos is portrayed as someone who is wellinformed of
everything and so, this shows his capability of rationalizing his actions and bringing himseff into
the result he expected.Both sampiles showed the intensity of the cruelty and violence of the
Marcos regime. Both also showed footages and interviews that supported the aforementioned
claim of violence and the military and civilian dispute.

Despite the ten-year gap in the production and showing of the documentaries, it was revealed

that there is really no difference with how Marcos was portrayed.



