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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

In all Philippine elementary schools, it 1s customary
at the end of the term to name two pupils as the honor puplls
of the year. This desiznation is highly coveted by hath
pupil and parent. A4 pupil is considered successful as far as
schooling is concernsd whon he or she 1s a recipient of this
coveted class honor. To be an heonor pupil carries with it
& high distinction in the school where the pupil atteads and
in the community where the parents live. Even career men are
noted for the honors they achieved in school in the elemen~
tary grades, in high school or in college. It 1s often re-
rorted of one or another that "he graduated with honors." An
honor in school may have several connotations. It may mean
academic brilliancy. It may foretell success in one's cholce
of profession, It may give power to the recipient in the
days to come. It may even insure success in business or
politics. It may be a portent of future wealth, fortune, or
glory.

Honor is defined as a mark of special favor given to
a pupil, attached to his name or person. It 1s a reward that
decorates the reciplent, A4An honor student in a Philippine
school ies cne who has accomplished some outstancing scholas-

tic achievement or who has a high general average. It may be
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possible that some pupils in a class or school may be called
honor pupils or honor students.

To become an honor pupil, one must be a good reader,
accurate in arithmetical computations, and skillful in manual
activity. It is always necessary that he have excellent
memory and high power of retention. It means, further, that
he is zood in expressing his ideas orally and equally good
in written work. He must be adept at both oral and written
examinations.

The Service !Manual presents the official criteria for

selecting the honor pup:lls.1 The following criteria and re-
lative weight of each are used as the basis for selection:
scholarship, six points; character, three points; extra-
curricular activities, one point, The ranking in scholarship
is to be hased on the general averages of the graduating
students in the last two years of their schooling., The

student with the highest averare 1s ranked first.
I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In many schools where the investigator had a chance to
obgerve, he has noted that girls generally did better work in
school, worked more serilously in the performance of school

assigsnments, seemed to be well-dlsciplined, and excelled in

1 Service lanual (third edition; Manila: Bureau of
Public Sckools, 13597, p. 61,
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scholastic achievement., In his many years of experience as
an elementary grade teacher and later as a head teacher,
particularly in the district of haasin, Division of Iloilo,
he has noted, further, that not a single boy during the last
five years was included among the first ten hishest in scho-
lastic achievement and not one of them, for that matter,
ever achieved the first or second honors for the last ten
years, Hence, this situation prompted the researcher to
undertake a .scientific study on the subject.

This investigation was made primarily to find out why
elementary school boys do not achieve as much as do the ele-
mentary school girls in classroom work. In this connection,
the following questions might come up: (1) Are the elemen-
tary girls in general more intelligent than the elementary
school boys? (2) Are the present classroom practices in the
elementary schools more appealing to girls than to the boys?
(3) Do the classroom devices which are employed motivate
the girls more than the boys? (4) are the basic and supple-
mentary books in the schools more fitted to the girls than
to the boys? (5) Do the elementary school teachers take the
pains with the boys that they do with the girls? Any, 1if
not most, of the answers to the foregoing questions might
point out or confirm the existence of the problem at issue.

Whatever the cause or causes, the investigator is

wholeheartedly conscious of the role that boys might play in
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the future development of the country and all other impor-
tant positions destined for them. It is, therefore, timely
and proper that the general behavior and attitudes of the
boys be properly directed and motivated. If they seem to be
so unconcerned with their studies as not to improve their
scholastic ability as they are supposed to, the boys may fall
short of the public expectation as leaders to be.

It is noted that the Philippine schools are often dis-
turbed by disciplinary problems, especially among the school
boys. If this is so, it may greatly hamper the development
of their power of concentration and may hinder the assimila-
tion of desirable skillé and knowledge to be imparted by the
teachers. If the present undesirable practices may be left
unchecked; the chances are that the talent of the boys will
be undeveloped if not totally wasted.

It has been noted and observed that boys, in general,
do not appear to like to exert effort in their assigned tasks
and look upon labor as the most degrading legacy that could

come to them. It appears that the present youth of the

country, whom Rizal fondly called "bella esperanza de la

patria mia," seem to have little desire to gain prominence

and distinction in the schools of the country. They seem not
to appreciate the reward gained through effort nor the plea-

sure received through fruitful labor.



The investigator has noted that in general boys do
not show much interest in thelr studies. They do not have
the enthusiasm of Mabini who dedicated most of his time to
his studies; they lack the determination of Rizal to excel
all his classmates in academic work; they do not have the
zeal of Father Burgos in his attitude to be serious in memo-
rizing passages; and they are not endowed with the same
courage gnd patience as Bonifacio to become truly great and
educated.,

Local historians and writers claimed that the boys of
the former days were truly dedicated and serious ia their
classroom activities. They became leaders in different halls
of learning during their student days. Among these were
Manuel L. Quezon and Sergio Osmefla, Both were known as great
student leaders in their respective classes, Manuel Roxas
was a valedictorian from the primary grades through college,
The school records of Elpidio Quirino and Carlos P. Garcia
reveal their superior scholastic abilities even in the ele-
mentary days. Very recently Justice Bengson was catapulted
to the country's highest judiciary court on the strength of
his great scholastic achievement wihich included graduation
from Camiling Elementary School, Tarlac, with honors.2 The

country's distingulshed men, such as Senator Pelaesz,

2
News Item in the Philippines Herald, April 13, 1961,

p. 10.



Executive Secretary Pajo, Senator Sumulong, Senator
Primicias, and many others were once honor pupils during
their elementary school days. These career men started
their role as leaders of the nations in the elementary

classrooms of their respective municipalities.



