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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to review House Bill No. 3587 “An act 

prohibiting the establishment of political dynasties in the Philippines” and 

determine its implications to political system in the Philippines. The study 

included the determination of vague and ambiguous provisions of the said bill 

and advantages and disadvantages of political dynasty in the Philippines.

In this study, qualitative research was used. Hence, the researcher 

focused on the interpretation rather than quantification. The type of qualitative 

research used is Grounded Theory. It is a research approach in which the theory 

is developed from the data, rather than the other way around. Data collection and 

analysis were consciously combined, and initial data analysis was used to shape 

continuing data collection.
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The data was gathered primarily from House Bill No. 3587 through a 

critique analysis of its provision to determine the vague and ambiguous 

provisions in the said bill. After the critical review of House Bill No. 3587, other 

data were gathered through books, journal and other related studies conducted 

to determine the implications of said bill to the political system in the Philippines 

regarding its provisions.

The data was analyzed primarily by conducting a critical review of the 

provisions of House Bill No. 3587. Each provision was analyzed based on the 

words written and interpretation have been made to determine future 

implications. Vague and ambiguous provisions were determined through critique 

analysis of the provisions of said bill. Other data gathered were used to 

determine the effects of House Bill No. 3587 based on the provisions written to 

the political system in the Philippines. Books, journals and previous studies were 

analyzed to determine the advantages and disadvantages of political dynasties 

and the existing political dynasties in the Philippines.

The result of the study conducted determined that Sections 3, 5 and 7 of 

House Bill No. 3587 are vague and ambiguous provisions. Sections 3 and 5 of 

said bill include common law wife or husband in the term “spouse” which is 

covered by the prohibition under Section 5 of said bill despite the absence of 

valid marriage under the Philippine law. Also, Section 7 of said bill is vague and 

ambiguous because it lacks of specific procedure for application and prohibition. 

The said provision provides that “any citizen of voting age may file a verified
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petition” which is vague for the reason that it may be applied both to natural-born 

or naturalized citizen. Further, said provision provides that any citizen may file a 

petition which is clear that even a non-registered voters may file despite the lack 

of legal standing to sue.

House Bill No. 3587 would prohibit political dynasty within second degree 

of consanguinity or affinity, whether legitimate or illegitimate, full or half blood, to 

an incumbent elective official seeking re-election shall be allowed to hold or run 

for any local or national elective office in the same election. Said bill would 

eliminate political families but not completely because the prohibition under 

section 5 of said bill does not cover relationship within fourth civil degree of 

consanguinity of affinity. Further, political dynasty in barangay elections will still 

exist because it is not covered by the prohibition.


