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ABSTRACT

This descriptive-correlational study was conducted to determine the preventive
practices and the factors that influence it among operating room nurses of Roxas City,
Capiz. A total population of 63 respondents was included in the study. The data were
gathered through the use of a self-administered, researcher-made questionnaire.

The greater proportion of operating room nurses were young females of ages 27
years and below with relatively less than 5 years of work experience. The nurses had
average knowledge about anesthesia awareness, but they scored low on identifying risk
factors, at risk population, preventive measures, as well as consequences of the
phenomenon. Their age and sex were moderately associated with their level of
knowledge. Younger and male nurses tended to be more knowledgeable about anesthesia
awareness.

The nurses were also generally ambivalent towards anesthesia awareness. Their
age and employment status were found to be considerably influential on their attitude;
younger and regular staff nurses demonstrated more favorable attitudes than older and
volunteer staff nurses. Knowledge about anesthesia awareness also had a moderate

influence on their attitude towards it.



On the other hand, a greater proportion of the nurses exhibited good practices than
those with fair and poor practices. Age and employment status were moderately
correlated with the nurses’ preventive practices. Older nurses who were employed as
regular staff nurses reported better practices than the younger volunteer nurses.
Furthermore, their level of knowledge was moderately associated with their preventive
practices against anesthesia awareness. Meanwhile, their attitude towards anesthesia
awareness has a substantial relationship with their preventive practices. Controlling for
attitude, the previously observed moderate relationship between knowledge and
preventive practices became markedly significant. However, an increase in knowledge
cannot necessarily be equated to better practices, but having a positive attitude towards

anesthesia awareness can help improve preventive practices.
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