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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Reading is very much a part of everyday living. People
read signs, directions, advertisements, announcements, letters,
newspapers, magazines or books. They read to meet the practical
demands of life, understand current events, satisfy spiritusl
and emotional needs, and for many other reasons. A4s Bond
stated:

The ability to read well is one of the person's

most valuable achievements. Our world is a reading
world. It would be difficult to find any activity,
whether in school, in the home, on the farm, in
business, in the professions, or even in recreational
pursuits, that does not require at least some reading

ability. Often reading is an indispensable channel
of communication with an ever widening world.

In the elementary grades, learning to read and reading
to learn should develop hand in hand throughout the school
years. School lifec becomes meaningful and interesting as the
child discovers new experiences through books that tell about
people, things, places and events. The child's interest in
reading is stimulated when he is provided with a Variety of
reading materials that should appeal to his needs, abilities,

and intercsts.

1Guy L., Bond, et. al. £feading Difficulties: Their
Dizgnosis and Correction TTburth edition; New Jerscy:
~ Prentice-Hall, Incs, 1979), p. 3
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-Conceptusal Framework

Reading materials are written to be read. Unfortunate-
ly, sometimes they do not stimulate interest in reading. The
teacher therefore should prepare reading materials that must
be meaningful and suited to the needs and interests of the

learners.

Six reading materials which are value-oriented have
been prepared to meet the twofold task assigned to this
projecs. These includc 1) the development of instructional
materials that are responsive and relevant to the needs and
interests of the learners and 2) the development of children's
basic reading skills, namely, comprehension, vocabulary and
word anclysis. Since reading materials should be in forms
children prefer to read, these reading materials arc in
narrative form, most easily comprehensible to the learner and
keyed to his level of understanding.

During the production, preparation and writing of these
reading materials, the researcher kept in mind the need to
further develop the skills and abilities introduced in grade
one and to provide the classroom teacher with guidelines and
procedures that will result in more effective and efficient
use of the materials.

In order to be a tool for learning, children have to
be taught to read in content areas. Thus, the reading selec-

tions are integrated with Social Studics and Science., Again,



since education should emphasize values, and there is no
better place to introduce them than in reading lesson, valucs
such as heipfulness, cooperation, kindness, politeness,
patience, obedience, courage and bravery are promoted by the
selections. There are other considerations. Communication
activities should revolve around true~to-life context which
typify aspects of Philippine culture. vDifferent forms of
play activities which stimulate children's desire for action
and constant involvement should be utilized as learning
practice devices. These are paid attention to in the reading
materials. To assess effectiveness of instruction, different
-evaluative teohniquesvare employéd° .These evaluation devices
range from assessment tools which require plain observation
to teacher-prepared papef-and—pencil tests,

These reading materials hope to be effective if used
properly. They envision to the development of Filipino grade
schoolers who are critical thinkers and, at the same timec,

happy and well-informed citizens of the world.



