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ABSTRACT

According to, (“The Global Adult Tobacco Survey,” 2009) twenty-eight percent (28%) or 

17.3 million Filipino adults age 15 years and older are current tobacco smokers, 

according to the results of the 2009 Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS). It became the 

basis of our legislators that a law must be passed minimizing such number of tobacco 

users in the country without prejudicing the interest of our economy.

This study was conducted to review the salient features of R.A. 10351 also known as the 

“Sin Tax Reform Law” of the Philippines. Basically this law was enacted with a two-fold 

purpose; one is to create revenue and the other is to minimize alcohol and tobacco 

consumption. Newspaper reports, surveys, and statistical data of the Bureau of Internal 

Revenue, Phil-Health, Department of Agriculture, Department of Finance, Bureau of 

Customs and the Department of Health were utilized to assess how the law was being 

implemented and if such implementation are according to its purposes. It was found out



ix

that the law created a minimal impact in minimizing the number of users of tobacco and 

alcohol and that the law is weak since there were loopholes that was not addressed.

As shown in the reports of Department of Health the law was not properly implemented 

in view of the fact that the revenues collected were used to deceases not even related to 

alcohol and tobacco use.  Also worth noting that because the law is weak excise taxes on 

tobacco and alcohol opened the door for smugglers to operate on a lesser cost of the 

products thus putting our economy in a prejudicial situation.


