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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to determine the knowledge, attitudes and practices of 

health caretakers towards the health care of children with measles in Molo, Iloilo City. 

Specifically, this study aimed to determine whether selected characteristics or respondents 

such as educational attainment and occupational status are associated with knowledge, 

attitude and practices of the caretakers. It is also intended to find out whether there is a 

relationship between knowledge, attitude and practices. Lastly, to determine the 

relationship between the caretakers’ knowledge about measles and their health care 

practices when attitude towards measles is controlled.

This study was conducted in four barangays of Molo, Iloilo City in the year 2000 

among 93 caretakers’ respondents with children who had experienced measles or with 

children less than 10 years at the time of the study. The study area was chosen since it had 

the following health data for the past 10 years: low measles immunization coverage, slum 

area and low vitamin A coverage.



The result of this study showed that most of the caretakers were high school- 

educated and were not gainfully employed or non-working.

The majority had “average” knowledge about measles. The information about 

measles that the respondents were most familiar with the signs and symptoms of 

measles that include: the occurrence of fever, rashes red eyes/ conjunctivitis, cough and 

flu. On the other hand, the caretakers were least familiar with the information that the 

disease is caused by ingestion of the measles virus, and about the risk groups for 

measles. Furthermore, one in every three caretakers think that antibiotics are the best 

treatment for measles.

Slightly more than half of the respondents had “good” attitude towards the care of 

children with measles. Most of them believed that a child with measles should not be 

exposed to open air, that daily bath is important to a child with measles and that having 

the disease gives a child a permanent immunity and that prompt treatment is important.

Predominantly the caretakers had “good” practices in the care of children with 

measles. A high majority of the respondents gave their sick child with foods rich in 

vitamin A they disallow the child to play with his playmates, they use paracetamol/ 

analgesic o reduce fever and they follow the doctor’s prescription and advice. 

Interestingly, the least of their concern was maintaining the oral hygiene of the child 

and bathing the child daily.

Data on relational analysis revealed that there was no significant relationship 

between educational attainment and knowledge about measles. Occupational status and 

knowledge about measles is not significantly related.



The caretakers’ attitude towards the care of children with measles was neither 

associated with their educational attainment nor with their occupational status.

Practices towards the care of children with measles was neither significantly related to 

their educational nor with their occupational status.

The findings indicate that the caretakers’ knowledge about measles was influenced by 

their attitude towards the care of children with measles. On the other hand, there was no 

relationship between attitude and practices in taking care of children with measles, but 

practices towards the care of children with measles was related to knowledge about 

measles. A relationship existed between the caretakers’ knowledge and practices when 

attitude towards measles is controlled.

Considering the significant findings and conclusions, it is recommended that 

Department of Health implement information, education, communication activities that 

emphasize on causes and transmission of the disease and care regardless of caretakers’ 

educational attainment and occupational status. Various methods of information 

dissemination such as, the use of comics, informal education and posters in the dialect 

should be explored.


