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by
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This study was made to evaluate the Yakan Mission 

School in Basilan City as an agency of evangelization and as 
an instrument in the propagation of Christian influence in 

order to help determine whether or not the continued exis

tence of the school could be justified.

Although the study included research into the history 

and culture of the Yakans and the history of other evangeli

cal Christian mission schools in the Philippines, the history 

and development of the school itself, including its problems 

and prospects, was the core of the study.
The sources of information for this study were the 

school records of the Yakan Mission School, books containing 

pertinent related literature, interviews with living authori

tative personages, personal visits to the Yakan Mission 

School and the Yakan community, observations of Yakan life, 

and conferences with the mission school personnel and leaders 
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of The Christian and Missionary Allian Mission in the Philip
pines.

The significant findings of the study based on a case 

study of the graduates of the school for 1961-1965 period 

are:

1. Out of the fifty-two Yakan graduates in the given 
period, the school effected twenty-six conversions to the 

Christian faith. Seventeen of these have remained in the 

faith. One of them is finishing his training for the Chris

tian ministry.

2 . The holding power of the school within the period, 

which was 67.7 per cent, is comparatively higher than the hold

ing power of the elementary schools in one of the progressive 

divisions of the Bureau of Public Schools in the Philippines, 

whose holding power covering the same length of time, was 

57.42 per cent.

3. The school seems to have effected marked changes 

in the attitudes of the graduates concerning certain social 

issues. This influence is especially shown in their atti

tudes toward higher education, their tribal marriage prac
tices, and their attitude toward work. The school has also 

made a significant influence in their literacy.

In the light of the findings of the study, the follow

ing recommendations are presented:
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A. In order that the Yakan Mission School could become 

more effective as an agency of evangelization:

1. The National Church of The Christian and Mission

ary Alliance in the Philippines should give it more attention 

and concern instead of simply delegating it to a lower church 
organization.

2. The school staff should be reinforced with an 

ordained Christian minister not only to take charge of the 

spiritual affairs of the school but also to extend its useful

ness to the larger community.

3. The evangelistic campaigns should be extended to 
the community in order to expand the evangelistic ministry 

beyond the limits of the school.

4. Scholarships should be made available by the 
National Church of The Christian and Missionary Alliance in 

the Philippines to deserving converted graduates inclined 

either to teaching or to ministerial work with the view of 

using their services later.

B. In order that the school could become more influ

ential in other aspects of life in the Yakan community, its 

teachers should give more emphasis in their teaching to health 

and science subjects, especially to the importance of hygiene 

and sanitation.


