
TOOLS FOR OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES
FOR USE IN HONG KONG AND NEIGHBORING AREAS

CONTENT

Page

I n t r o d u c t i o n ..............................................................  1

S E C T I ON I 一 B r i ef I n t r o d u c t i ons to selected d i s c i p l i n e s  of Old 

T e s t a m ent Studies and p r o p o s a l s  for a w o r k i n g  O .T . 

L i b r a ry / P e r s o n al L i b r a r y:

(a) A C o m p r e h e n s i v e V i e w  of O.T. S t u d i e s .........................  6

(b ) A c a d e m ic Stu d y  of Old T e s t a m e n t ................................  7

(c) B i b l i c a l A r c h a e o l o g y  .............................................. 13

(d ) B i b l i c a l H i s t o r y ..................................................... 17

(e) H e r m e n e u t i c s ......................................................... 20

(f ) I n t r o d u c t i on to Old T e s t a m e n t ....................................29

( g ) Old T e s t a m e n t  T h e o l o g y ............................................ 32

(h ) Old T e s t a m ent Studies & A s i a n  T h e o l o g y ....................... 39

(i) Study of H ist o r y  of Isra el R e l i g i o n ............................

(j) Uses of B i ble C o m m e n t a r i e s ........................................

(k ) Proposal for a w o r k i n g  O.T. L i b r a r y ..... .....................

(l ) S e t t i n g  up a Personal L i b r a r y ....................................

(m) I n t r o d u c t i on to Tools in C h i n e s e  L a n g u a g e .....................

⑴



SECTION II 一 G e n e r a l w o r k i n g  tools and b a s i c r e f e rence m a t e r i a ls 

for use in selected Old T estament S t u d i e s:

(a) Bible H a n d b o o k s ...................................  7 8

(b ) Study B i b l e s .......................................  79

(c) B i b le C o n c o r d a n c e s ...............................  80

(d) B i b le D i c t i o n a r i e s ...............................  81

(e ) Biblical H istory ................................  83

(f) B i b l i c a l G e o g r a p h y ...............................  85

(g ) Eng l i s h  B i b le T r a n s l a t i o n s ....................  86

(h ) Grammars and L e x i c o n s ...........................  87

(i) P e r i o d i c a l s  and Journal s .......................  88

(j) Old T e s t a m e n t  B i b lio gr ap h i e s .................. 89

M a t e r i a l s  for S e l ect e d  O . T .  Studies

(k ) Ancient Near E a s t e r n  S t u d i e s .................. 90

(l ) B i b l i c a l A r c h a e o l o g y ............................  91

(m ) I n t r o d u c t i on to C r i t i cal S t u d i e s ............  92

(n ) I n t r o d u c t i on to Old T e s t a m e n t ................  93

(o ) H e r m e n e u t i c s .......................................  95

(p) Old T e s t a m e n t  T h e o l o g y .......................... 98

(q ) In t e r t e s t a m ental P e r i o d ........................ 100

(ii)



TOOLS FOR OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES
FOR USE IN HONG KONG AND NEIGHBOURING AREAS

A PROJECT

Presented to the Faculty of 
Concordia Theological Sem inary, Hong Kong,

A Mem ber of
South East Asia Graduate School of Theology

In Partial Fulfilment 
of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master in Theology

by

LEUNG Chun-Wing,John 

June, 1988

Approved by

D r . James A. R i m b a c h  A d v i s o r◦/ i 瓜 ——
/ d F7 Archie C.C. Lee, Reader.



SECTION III 一 Bible c o m m e n t a r i es and further r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s

( a ) S t u d y G uides and Series Page

Anchor B i b l e ....................................................101

B i b lical Theological C o m m e n t a r y .............................103

B i b l i c a l C o m m e n t a r y  on the Old T e s t a m e n t .................105

B r o a d m a n  Bible C o m m e n t a r y .................................... 106

C a m b ridge B i b le C o m m e n t a r y  on New E n g l i sh B i b l e .......107

D a i l y  Stu d y  Bible - Old T e s t a t m e n t ........................ 109

E x p o s i t o r y  Outlines on the Whole B i b l e ................... 110

F o r m s of Old T e s t a m e n t  L ite r a t u r e ..........................111

H e r m e n e i a ..........................................................112

Interp r e ter's B i b l e ............................................ 113

I n t e r n a t i onal T h e o l o g i c a l  C o m m e n t a r y ......................115

L a y m a n ' s Bible C o m m e n t a r y .................................... 116

L a n g e' s C o m m e n t a r y  on the H oly S c r i p t u r e ................ 117

New C e n t u r y  Bible C o m m e n t a r y ................................ 118

New I n t e r n a t i o n al C o m m e n t a ry on the O.T.................. 119

Old T e s t a m e n t  L i b r a r y ..........................................120

Theo l o g i c a l  E d u c a t i on F u n d  S t u d y  G u i d e ...................121

T o r c h  Bib l e  S e r i e s ..............................................122

T y n d a l e Old T e s t a m ent C o m m e n t a r i e s ........................ 123

W o r d  Biblical C o m m e n t a r y ..................................... 124

(b ) F u r t h e r  R e a d i n g  M a t e r i a l s

G uides to B i b l i c a l S c h o l a r s h i p  ............................ .

Journal for the S t u d y  of Old T e s t a m ent, S u p p l e m e n t s.. 126

Studies in Biblical T h e o l o g y  F i r st S e r i e s ................

Studies  in B i b l i c a l T h e o l o gy, S e c o n d  S e r i e s ............

Vetus T e s t a m e n t um, S u p p l e m e n t ..............................

(iii)



(c) C o m m e n t a r i e s : G e n e r a l I n t roduct ion

The P e n t a t e u c h ................................................... 131

Historical Books & R e l i g ion of I s r a e l ..................... 132

The P r o p h e t s ...................................................... 1 3 3

W i s d o m  L i t e r a t u r e ............................................... 134

Min o r  P r o p h e t s ................................................... 135

(d) C o m m e n taries on I n d i v i d u a l  Books-

G e n e s i s .........................................................  137

E x o d u s ..........................................................  140

L e v i t i c u s ......................................................  142

N u m b e r s .........................................................  144

D e u t e r o n o m y ....................................................  145

J o s h u a ........................................................... 147

J u d g e s ........................................................... 1 4 9

R u t h .............................................................  151

I & II S a m u e l ..................................................  152

I & II K i n g s ...................................................  154

I & II C h r o n i c l e s ............................................. 157

Ezra & N e h e m i a ................................................. 159

E s t h e r ...........................................................  161

J o b ...............................................................  163

P s a l m s ...........................................................  166

P r o v e r b s ........................................................ 169

E c c l e s i a s t e s ...................................................  171

S o n g  of S o n g s ............. .................................... 172

Isa i ah ...........................................................  177

J e r e m ia h ...................................................  177

(iv)



L a m e n t a t i o n s ..................................................  179

E z e k i e l .........................................................  181

D a n i e l ..........................................................  183

H o s e a ............................................................ 186

J o e l .............................................................  187

A m o s .............................................................  188

O b a d i a h .........................................................  190

J o n a h ............................................................ 191

M i c a h ............................................................ 1 9 2

N a h u m ............................................................ 193

H a b a k k u k ........................................................  194

Z e p h a n i a h ....................................................... 195

H a g g a i ........................................................... 196

Z e c h a r i a h ....................................................... 197

M a l a c h i .........................................................  1 9 8

SECTION IV - TOO L S  IN C H I N E S E  L A N G U A G E

(a) I n t r o d u c t i o n s, Surveys & H e r m e n e u t i cs ............  199

(b ) Old T e s t a m e n t  T h e o l o g y ................................  202

(c) Biblical H i s t o r y  and G e o g r a p h y .....................  203

(d) H a n d b o o k s/D i c t i o n a r i e s / S t u d y  B i ble ............... 205

(e ) I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s / S t u d y G u i d e s ........................  206

(f ) C o m m e n t a r i e s  (Genesis to M a l a c h i ) .................  207

(g) CCLC Old T e s t a m e n t  C o m m e n t a r y  S e r i e s .............  2 17

(h ) C h i n e s e  B i b lio g r ap h i e s ................................  218

B I B L I O G R A P H I E S ......................................................... 2 1 9 - 2 4 8

(v)



CONC O R D I A  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y, HONG KONG

T O O L S  F O R  O L D  T E S T A M E N T  STUDIES
F O R  U S E  I N  H O N G  KONG AND N E I G H B O R I N G  A R E A S

INTRODUCTION

I. This project aims to c o m p ile a b i b liography on Old T e s t a t e m ent 

Studies for use in H o n g  K o n g  and n e i g h b o u r i n g  a r e a s.

I I .  B a c k g r o u n d

H o n g  Kong, a Centre of Theological E d u c a t i on

A c c o r d i n g  to a s t a t i s t i cal s urvey p u b l i s h e d  b y  the

Hong K o n g  C h r i s t i an C o o r d i n a t i on Centre of W o r l d E v an g e l i s m in

(1)A u g u s t, 1986 J , there are 19 b i b le colleges an d t h e o l o g i c a l

s e m i n a r i es in H o n g  K o n g  spo n s o r e d  by over 10 r e l i g ious 

d e n o m i n a t i o ns or groups of d e n o m i n a t i o n s. T h ese inst i tutes had 

a total enro l m e n t  of about 760 full-time and 4 00 p a r t i - t i me 

students in 1986 ; there were a lso a l arge n u m b e r  of lay m e n  

a t t e n d i n g  the e x t e n s i on courses run by some of these 

inst i t u t i o n s. These loca l sem inaries o f f e r various courses 

leading to Diplomas, B .Th., B •R •E •, M •R •E •, M •T h •, or even T h • D . 

d e g r e e s . H o n g  K o n g  w h i c h  stands on the m a i n  trade route of S o u t h  

East A s i a, has now b e c o m e  one of the i mportant centres for 

theological e d u c a t i on in the a r e a.

A m o n g  these 19 bib l e  inst i t u tes, there are two w h ose 

libra ries can be r a n k e d  as a m o n g  the best e q u ipped a nd w ell 

sto c k e d  ones in S o u t h  East A s i a. A few of our libra ries are of 

m i d ium sized. The rest have limited library f a c i l i t i e s  due to 

lack of financial r e s o u r c e s  and s p a c e. Mutual s h a r i n g  of l i b r a r y  

r e sources a m o n g  the b i b l e  i nst i tutes at p r e s e n t  stage is
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genera lly considered to be i mpract i c a b le. Other ways to improve 

facilities are b e i n g  explored. One of the s u g g e s t i ons is the 

provision of an u p - to-date b i b l i o g r aphy w h i c h  might p e r h a p s  

stimulate an awareness of the present inade q u a c y  of library 

fa cilities in the less well equipped b i b le inst i t u t e s.

As P r o f e ssor T . G . H o m m es points o u t, "The q u a lity o f 

t h e o l o g i c a l e d u c a t i on depends to a s i g n i ficant extent on its 

libraries. E f forts of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the libraries w ith i n  S o u t h  

East A s i a have a l w ays been one of the p r i o r i t i es of the 

A s s o c i a t i on of Theological E d u c a t i on in South East Asia and its 

G r a duate S c h o o l. ，，(2)

S e m i n a r y  libraries are important as its r e a d i n g  

m a t e r i als are the lifeline of C h r i s t i a n i t y. The b a s i c fun c t i on 

in a s e m i n a r y  libra ry is to support its f a c u lty and students, 

thus e n a b l i ng the e n t e r p r i s e  of C h r i s t i an s c h o l a r s h i p  to go 

forward without h i n d r a n c e. The second fun c t i on of a s e m i n a r y  

library should p r o v i d e  u p - t o - date i n f o r m a t i on to h elp its 

students m a x i m ising u t i l i s a t i o n of its m a t e r i a l s.

The r e  is a n e e d  to b r i n g  to the a t t e n t i on of our 

theological s t u d e n ts the e x istence of som e v e r y  helpful O ld 

T e s t a m ent b i b lio gr a p h i e s, such as those w r i t t e n  b y  B.S. C h i l d  

(Old T e s t a m e n t  Books for P a s t o r s  and T e a c h e r s. W e s t m i n s t e r. 

1977),D . S tuart (Old T e s t a m ent E x e g e s i s .  W e s t m i n s t e r  - 1 9 8 0) 

and o t h e r s. M a n y  n e w  titles have a p p e a r e d  b e t w e e n  1977 to 1 9 8 8. 

In v i e w  of the f a ct that the n u m b e r  of books p u b lished or 

re p r i n t e d  d u r i n g  the past 40 y e a r s  has b e e n  u n u s u a l l y  large, w e
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deem that the c o m p ilation of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e list of Old 

T e stament r e ference m a t e r i als for the use of t h e o l o g i c a l s t u d e n ts 

is n e c e s s a r y.

I I I .  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  O l d  T e s t a m e n t Studies

S c r i pture has a l w a y s served a p r i m ary source f o r 

theological t h i n k i n g  and doing. W ithin the Asi a n  c o n t e x t ,  a great 

deal has been done t h e o l o g ically with the Exodus e v e n t, m a n y  of 

the p r o p h e t i c w r i t i n g s, e s p e c i a l l y  those c o n c e r n i n g s o c i al 

j u s t i ce. R e c e ntly, the B o o k  of Psalms has a lso been used as a 

source for theological c o n s t r u c t i on. M a n y  stories in Old 

T e s t a m e n t  provide i n s p i r a t i on for w o r k i n g  out an i n d i g e n o u s  

theology in S.E. A s i a. The h i s t o r y  of H e b r e w  p eople is a t y p i c a l 

story of o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e. The m essage of the p r o p h e t s  p r o v i d e d  

people w ith v i s i o n  and strength. C h r i s t i ans in A s i a w ill 

d e f i n i t e l y  b e n e f i t  m uch from r e a d i n g  the Old T e s t a m e n t  t e x ts in 

our e fforts to b u i l d  up a i n d igenous t h e ology.
I

AIMS of this Pro j e c t  a re:

(1) To make k n o w n  to f ellow s t u d e n ts in the less well e q u i p p e d  

semina r i e s  in H o n g  K o n g  the r ich r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  p r e s e n t l y 

av a ilable in our loca l lea d i n g  s e m i n a ries.

(2) To supp l e m ent and u p - d a t e  e x i s t i n g local b i b lio gr a p h i e s,

(3) To g i v e a c o m p r e h e n s i v e v i e w  of the w h ole f i e l d of O ld 

T e s t a m e n t  studies except the more r e m ote areas of 

i n v e s t i g a t i on -

(4 ) To h e l p student r e a l i z e  that t h e y  have c o n s u lted r e l i a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s.

(5) To e n c o u r a g e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t s  to set up t h e i r  p e r s o n a l
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O . T . libra r y .

(6) To encourage theological s e m i n a r i es w ith limited r e s o u r c e s  

to plan b u i l d i n g  up a w o r k i n g  O.T. l i b r a r y .

METHOD OF P R E S E N T A T I O N:
— — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — 一 — — — — — — — — — — — — — -

(1 ) The sel e c t i o n  are of h i g h academic standard and are g u i d e d  

by s t a n d a r d  b i b lio g r aphies and recent p u b lic a t i ons and aim to 

r e f l e ct current in t e r n ational biblical scholarship. C l a s s i c  work, 

though o u t d a t e d, are a l s o included for r e fer e n c e.

(2) Short i n t roduct i ons giving brief b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  and 

trends of recent e l e cted d i s c i p l i n es of the Old 

T e s t a m ent studies are g iven in order to w i d e n  our v i e w  of 

the o l o g ical e d u c a t i on m a t e rials.

(3) The b ulk of se l e cted m a t e rials w ill be p r e s e n t e d  in 4 

s e c t i o n s:

S e c t i on 1 g ives a brief i n t r o d u c t i on to vari o u s  d i s c i p lines 

of Old T e s t a m e n t  s t u d i e s.

A p p e n d e d  to it are lists of r e f e rence books 

sug g e s t e d  for libra ry a c q u i s i t i on and s t u d e n ts' 

personal r e fer e n c e.

S e c t i on 2 d e a ls w i t h  p r i m ary w o r k i n g  t o o l s .

S e c t ion 3 sh ows list of b i b le com m e n t a ries.

S e c t i on 4 introduces tools in the Chin e s e  lan g u a g e.
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