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ABSTRACT

A  Missionary Task for the Impoveri shed and the Homeless
in Pusan Area

by
Kim Hong-Sool

The rate of urban population in the world has increased from 29% (1950) to 
45% (1990). It is now expected that about 65%  of the world population will center around 
urban area in 2025. In particular, the urbanization in the third world countries including Korea 
has been prompted by industrial policies, devastating rural villages and producing an 
increasing number of poor urban dwellers. This group of poor urban dwellers has been 
denigrated as social outcasts as they were deprived of their economic ground and social 
stability in the midst of the current colonizing capitalism and unequal social hierarchy. 
Consequently, they suffered from unemployment, alcohol addiction, impoverishment, and family 
dissolution. The national policies for them, however, do not go beyond the superficial level on 
which they are recognized as the chief target to be watched over.

The social outcasts are produced by the disintegration of one's personal life and 
family life, as well as by unfair social structure. Since they are dropped off from the center 
of our society, they are to be protected on the national level. But no legal protection is 
granted for the sake of those people. Only arbitrary governmental order is all in practice. 
This system is like a husk without kernel. Once the issues on human right have been raised 
for them, the government has sought to protect them passively without being able to restore 
their humanity and social relationship. To make it worse, many of them are guarded in 
ill- conditioned mental health care centers and rehabilitation centers, yet their rehabilitation 
programs turn out unproductive.

In this midst, there came to be an increasing number of voluntary groups to manage 
rehabilitation programs with a view to caring for the alienated social outcasts in a community 
life, in order that they restore their family role and social role. The "House of Resurrection' 
which I managed for the past four years with eight years of program coordination is one of 
the examples in this regard. Out of my experiences, I could realize anew the theological 
significance and missionary task of social welfare in response to their need. I am now 
confident that the diakonia mission for the social outcasts and the poor is the major part of 
the mission in the Korean church in face of the 21st century. The practical alternative plan 
proposed in this thesis is to nourish their faith, to improve their human right, and to prompt 
their rehabilitation. The gospel for the poor is now more urgent as a hope for healthy social 
welfare since the whole globe has been turning into a big market with limitless competition.


