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in 1934, after a hectic publicity campaign in America,
Manuel Luis Quezon - then head of the Philippine Senate
succeeded in having the Tydings-McDuffe Lag enacted by

the Anrerican Congress.

Returning to the islands Quezon was welcomed as
a hero. The Opnstitutional Gnvention was held. The
new Philippine Constitution was enacted and put into

effect on November 15, 1935.

Quezon then launched his candidacy for the
presidency of the Commonwealth. To oppose Quezon, the
Denocrats, headed by Juan Sunmulong, the Veterans of
96, and other oppositionists convinced General Emilio
Aguinaldo to run against Quezon.

When Quezon learned that his strongest opponent
was to be General Aguinaldo, the dynamic Tayabense and
his lieutenants thoughts of reviving the old and by then
forgotten "Bonifacio issue.” Quezon mobilized his
lieutenants - mostly enployes of the office of the
Secretary of the Philippine Senate, Faustino Aguilar,
Pio del Pilar, Tomas Mascardo, Domingo Ponce, Potenciano
Salita, Servando de los Angeles, and others to look
for the remains of Andres Bonifacio in Gavite. The
press warmed up to the idea. A galaxy of writers and
newspapermen, who were working for Quezon, made researches
and wrote articles about the Father of the Katipunan.

Quezon believed that the finding of the remains of
the Supremo would enhance the popularity of his candidacy,
and reflect against that of Aguinaldo.

FOR SEVERAL MONTHS Quezon's lieutenants, with the
help of the provincial, municipal add Constabulary officers

of Cavite, prowled around the mountains of Cavite seeking
the Plebeian's unmarked graveyard but in vain.



However, one morning, Guillermo Masangkay, a Bonifacio
follower who was very familiar with, the mountains of
Cavite, after much scarch and digging, succeeded in
locating Bonifacio's graveyard inthe mountain of Buntis
in the town of Maragondon. The diggers found bones and
joints. These Guillerno Masangkay, tenderly placed in
a wooden box, and brought to the nunicipal building

Maragoon

Guillermo Masangkay (who is now a centenarian, having
been born in September, 196 1 had been a trusted lieutenant
of the Bonifacio brothers, Masangkay happily notified
Quezon about the discovery. Quezon instructed him to carry
the remains to Manila so that Quezon could see them.



