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IN THE CAREFUL study of Tagalog l i t era ture , y ou  wi l l  
f ind a s  on e  o f i t s  most beaut i f ul gems , the poem 
ent i t le d  "Pa g ib ig  sa Tinabuang Bayan "  (Love of 
Native Land" ) ,  w rit ten o r ig in a lly  in Tagalog by 
the g lo r io u s Father o f P h ilippine Democracy, the 
Great p lebeian , Andres Bonif a c i o .

With, th is  soul - s t ir r in g  poem Bon ifa c i o demons
tr a te  t hat he was not only a great p a tr io t ,  c iv ic
lea der, and f ie r y  Katipunero, but a lso  a se l f-made 
s cho la r , poet and w riter  in sp ite of the  f a c t  that 
he had not the opportunity to go through c o l le g e .
His sch oolin g was very meager, be cause from early  
ch ildhood, as early as the age of fourteen years, be 
was forced  to work hard to support h is widowed mother, 
Cata lina  Castro  Bonif a c io  and his brothers. This 
he did by manufa c turing bamboo canes and paper fa ns 
and s e l l in g  the m in the E scolta and other s tre e ts of 
Man ila .

But Andres Bonif a c io ' s  charac te r  was such tha t , 
through p erseverance, he was able to  study by hi ms e l f  
by reading books and magazines borrowed f r om some 
fr ie n d s . At times he was under the tu to rship o f  an 
aunt of a Tondo teacher.

Through constant reading Bonifacio became very 
prof i c ient in writing Tagalog p rose and poetry . Later 
he learned bookkeeping and account in g .  H e  was engaged 
as a foreman and bookkeeper, f i r s t  at the B ritish  firm . 
Fleming and Company, both o f them located  on  the Es c o lta .

Bonifa c io  wrote  many p ie ces  0 f  Tagalog l ite ra tu re  
which were p u b lished in the newspaper Kalayaan, the
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o f f i c i a l  organ of the Katipunan. A f ew of these 
a r t ic le s  were "Mga Tungkulin ng mga z. LL.B ."
(The Duties o f  the Sons of the People"  - the
le t t e r s  Z . L L .B. stand f o r  K.K.K. ng mga A. Ng.
B. ) .  "Ang Dapat Mabatid ng mga Tagalog” (What 
the Tagalogs Must Know" ) .

Both. Andres B o n i f a c i o  E m i l i o  Jacin to  wrote 
poems of the same t i t l e  but Bon ifa c io  wrote in Tagalog

 and e n t it led i t  "Pa g ib ig  sa Tinubuang  Bayan”
(Love o f Na tiv e  Land" ) ,  whereas Em ilio  Jacin to  composed 
h is poem in Spanish and t i t le d  i t  "A Mi P a tr ia . " 
B on ifacio ' s  and J acin to ' s  poems carried  rem iniscences of 
Rizals's thought  a l l  the three poets  burnt and boundless 
love o f  country .

The r e is  no c le a r  e x is t i ng ev i dence as to  where 
B on ifa cio ' s  poem was published fo r  the f i r st tim e.
Some h istor ia n s , l i k e Servando de Los A n g e le s , be lieve  
that i t  was p u b lished in the Diariong Tagalog, whereas 
others opine that it  was f i r s t  printed  in  the Katipunan

 organ, Kalayaan.

I f  the reader ca re fu lly  studies B on ifacio ' s  poem, 
he w i l l  fin d  out that in a l l  p rob a b ility  i t  was published 
in the Kalayaan, which was a clandestine and secret 
p er iod ica l .  B o n ifa c io 's  poem could not have been 
published in  the Diariong Tagalog , which was widely 
c i rcu lated and read by many Spaniards.

Andres B on ifacio  had read and re-read  almo st a l l  
the poems, novel, and a r t ic le s  of Dr. R izal before the 
outbreak of the P h ilipp in e Revolution against Spain, 
that i s ,  before the F irst Cry of Balintawak, which 
took place on August 26 , 1896. But since B on ifacio  
had been f le e in g  from town to town to  avoid  being 
captured by the Spanish c i v i l  guards, it  i s  very doubtfu l 
whether he was a b le to read R iz a l 's "Last Farew ell” 
or "Ultim o Adi o s” . And , vice versa, i t  i s  not known 
whether R izal was ever a b le to  see a copy of B on ifa cio ' s
poem.


