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THERE is a n  o l d  n i p a  house on C a l l e  N a g t a n h a n ,  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  of S a m p a l o c , Ma n i l a .  I t  s t a n d s by t he r i v e r ,  a the n o r t h e r n  a p p r o a c h  of t h e b r i d g e l e a d i n g to  P andac a n .T h i s  ho u s e i s  owned by t h e P h i l i p p i n e  H i s t o r i ca l  C o m m i t t e  a n d v i s i t o r s  a r e  w e l c o me .  You g o  up t o  the p o r c h and e n t e r  the l i v i n g  r o o m. T h e room i s  ba r e of f u r n i t u r e ;  on a w a l l ,  however, i s  a p a i n t i n g ,  d a r ke n e d  by a g e ,  of a s i c k  man b e i n g  c a r r i e d  i n  a hammock by ba r e f o o t e d  rev o l u t i o n a r i e s .You l o o k  up a t  t h e  c e i l i n g  and n o t e  w i t h  a s t a r t  t h a t  i t  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  t o p  of a c o f f i n .  A t  the d o or  t o  t h e n e x t  room, you p a u se  f o r  a w h i l e  and s t u d y  the l a r g e  f r a m e d p h o t o g r a p h of a m e l a n c h o l y  man, w ho se f a c e  a p p e a r s was and drawn, t h e e y e s  s t a r i n g  a t  you f r om du s ky d e p t h s .On t h e  h o u s e p o s t  i s  a m arker  whi c h  e x p l a i n s  what th e  ho use means to h i s t o r y  and t o  the F i l i p i n o  p e o p l e : I n t h i s  h o u s e  Ap o l i n a r i o  M a b i n i  d i e d  on 13 May 1 9 0 3 . "A t  a window i s  a w re a t h c a r v e d in  w o o d  wi t h a n o t h e r i n s c r i p t i o n : "On t hi s  s i d e  M a b i n i  b r e a t h e d  h i s  l a s ta t  m i d n i g h t  of May 1 3 , 1 9 0 3 . ""He d i e d  of c h o l e r a , " t h e c a r e t a k e r  of  t h e house t e l l s  y o u .  "we were t o l d . . . ""We?"" Y e s , t h e  p a t r i o t  was my g r a n d u n c l e . " And the c a r e t a k e r  humbly c o n c e a l s  the p r i d e  i n  h i s e y e s .  "We w ere  t o l d  t h a t  he g o t  c h o l e r a  f r o m m il d  c o n t a mi n a t ed by a f l y .  You k now, i n  th e  p a s t ,  d u r i n g  e p i d e m i c s ,  p e o p l e  a t e  u n d e r  mo s q u e t o n e t s -  t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many f l i e s .S o m e h o w ,  t h i s  f l y  g o t  i n and c o n t a m i n a t e d  h i s  m i l k . He d r a n k  t h e  m i l k  j u s t  the same ,  and soon a f t e r  he c on t r a c t e d  c h o l e r a . "
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