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Dur in g  the e a r ly  part of 1883 in  Rome, an am bitiou s 
I lok a n o  s tu d e n t, f i r e d  by the enthusiasm  to  make a name 
f o r  h im se lf  and h is  co u n try , met h is  dream w hich  was 
l a t e r  to  p la ce  the sm all obscu re town of Badoc, l l o c o s  
N o rte , and the P h il ip p in e s  on the in t e r n a t io n a l  map 
of  g r e a tn e s s . Fo r  a t  the time the idea  of the much 
c e le b r a te d  " Sp o lia r iu m " was co n ce iv e d  -Juan Luna 
came a c r o s s  a book by De zobry  and f ound in  i t s  pages 
th ese  somber and g h a s t ly  p a ssa g e s : "T ra v ers in g  the 
ample g a l l e r i e s  surrounding the c ir c u s  and descen d in g  
the magnif ic e n t  ston e s t a i r c a s e ,  I  heard som ething l ik e  
a su ppressed  moan and, as I was l i s t e n i n g ,  someone 
p a ss in g  by my s id e  s a id  to  me: Those are  ech oes f rom 
the Sp o lia r iu m . I  advanced , d escen d in g  toward the 
p la ce  where the s tro n g  n o is e  came f rom under the low est 
v a u lt s  o f  the am phitheatre, and a r r i ved  w ith in  a v a st 
room , p o o r ly  l ig h t e d  and illu m in a te d  on ly  in  part by 
smoking t o r c h e s .  There I  saw a h o r r ib le  s p e c t a c le : a 
lu g u b r io u s  p r o c e s s io n  o f  dead and dying g la d ia t o r s ,  
dragged  i n  by means o f  hooks in  the hands of c ir c u s  
a tte n d a n ts  who were p a s s in g , b lasphem ing. On a sm all 
s ta irw a y  o p p o s ite  f rom where I  w as, a crowd of c u r io u s  
p erson s  had g a th ered ; th ere  were the Roman women, the 
d is s o lu t e  you th , and a l l  the d regs of barbarous peopl e  
m ingled  w ith  o th e rs  who seemed to  belon g  to  the s e c t  
of Na za re n e s s . L i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  my eyes became 
accustom ed  to  the gloom  and I p e rc e iv e d  a young woman 
p io u s ly  se a te d  among the b od ies  of men, and w ild  b e a s ts  
sp ra w lin g  in  s t i c k y  b lo o d ."

I m m ediately a f t e r  read in g  the n o v e l ,  the young 
I l okano a r t i s t  began to  tr a n s la te  the gory  scene on 
ca n va s. He la b o re d  in  h is  g a l l e r y  f o r  e ig h t m onths. 
Fi n a l l y ,  in  May 1884 , the p a in t in g  was f in is h e d and was 
e x h ib ited  a t the Na t io n a l  E x p o s it io n  in  Rome.
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