
AGUINALDO’S PLACE IN HISTORY

By: Teodor A . Agonci l l o  
Sunday Times Magazine, Feb. 23 , 1 9 64. p .2o-27

TIME may a f f o r d  a man the lo n g  p e r s p e c t iv e  to re in force  
h is  b e l i e f  in p ersonal d e s t i n y , yet  i t  a l s o  works in 
such m ysterious ways as  to make any man, whatever his  
a n te ce d e n ts ,  i t s  own p la y t h in g .  Thus, General Emilio 
Aguina ld o ,  having played h is  r o l e of l e a d e r ,  p a t r i o t ,  
and hero at  the most c r i t i c a l  moment of the co u n try ’ s 
h i s t o r y ,  has been v i c t i m i z e d  b y  time. His long l i f e- 
span, more than h a l f a centu ry  of which he spent in  
comparative q u ie t ,  w ith   de s u l t o r y  e xcu rs io n s  in to  
p o l i t i c s ,  gave him sharp p e r s p e c t iv e s  and t r a g ic - c o m ic  
memories which enriched hi s  personal e x p e r ie n c e s ,  but 
which robbed him of the chance to make himself the 
foremost F i l i p i n o  h e ro . H a d he died in  b a t t l e ,  had he 
fought ba ck  m e r c i l e s s l y  when some of h is  own men s old  
him down the r i v e r  a t  Palanan and died f i g h t i n g  to  the 
l a s t  d i t c h ,  l i k e  h is  young re a r-g u a rd  commander, 
General Gr e g o r io  d e l  P i l a r ,  his monument today would 
have graced every  town p la z a .

There was something in General Aguinaldo’ s d e s t in y  
that marked him of f ,  f i r s t ,  as  a young u p s t a r t -  a b l e ,  
p a t r i o t i c , and even b r i l l i a n t  a t  times and, second, as  
a r e t i r e d  hero- q u i e t ,  unassuming, and c a l c u l a t i n g .
Born in to  a f a m i ly  that was not d is t in g u is h e d  e i t h e r
f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a tta inm ents  or f or economic prominence, 
Aguinaldo t a s t e d  a l i t t l e  of Spanish ed u cation ,  taught 
l o r  a w h i le ,  and then took to commerce a s  a means of  
f o r t i f y i n g  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  sagging economy. He was u n t i l  
then an ordinary young man known only as  s t r a i g h t - b a c ked, 
q u i e t ,  and s o f t - s p o k e n . And then the K a t ipunan, w ith  
i t s  in ce n d ia ry  l e a f l e t s  and r e v o lu t io n a r y  aims, extended 
i t s  p le b ia n  arms to C a v i t e ,  where the t r a d i t i o n  of 
rob u st  manhood i s  expressed  in deadly combats. I t was 
the eve of the Re v o lu t io n  a g a i n s t  S p a i n , and Aguinaldo 
having now achieved  a s o r t  of fame an a n e w ly - e l e c t e d  
headman of h i s  town, took the f i r s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  step  
in  h is  l i f e  by e n l i s t i n g  as a member of the r e v o l u t io n a r y  
s e c r e t  s o c i e t y .
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I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  to a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  the Caviteños 
d iv id e d  themselves in to  two r i v a l  Ka t i p unan f a c t i o n s .
Each vyin g to outdo the o t h e r . So f a r ,  the young 
mayor had not made himself conspicuous as  a p o t e n t i a l  
l e a d e r  of C a v i t e .  Mariano A lv a re z ,  Baldomero Aguinaldo, 
and Candido Tirona were f a r  above him in l e a d e r s h i p .
There was, in  f a c t  no sign that young Aguinaldo would 
r i s e a s  the foremost le a d e r  of them a l l .  Yet ,  a t  one 
s tro k e  he succeeded in mak ing him self  the acknowledged 
le a d e r  in  Ca v i t e  by the simple expedient of le a d in g  
an assault group a g a i n s t  the Spanish g a r r i s o n  a tew days 
af t e r  the outbreak of the R e v o lu t io n . For Aguinaldo, 
i t  was t he beginning of h is  rapid  a sce n t  in power.
Thus the u p s t a r t .

Some heroes arc  the product of t h e i r  time; o th e rs  
c r e a te  the circumstances of th e ir  time; w h i le  s t i l l  
o th e rs  a rc  both c r e a t o r  and the progeny of  t h e i r  a g e .  
Aguinaldo was the c r e a t o r  of  h i s  age .  Without any 
m i l i t a r y  edu cation ,  h is  courage and f o r t i t u d e  led  him 
to the arena where man’ s s tr e n g th  of c h a r a c te r  and 
p h y s ic a l  endurance were t e s t e d .  C ircu m stan ce s ,  then, 
le d  him to develop h i s  p o t e n t i a l  powers and to d e v ise  
the means w ith  which to t r a n s l a t e  l a t e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
in t o  s w i f t  and meaningf u l  a c t i o n .  Thus, the s e r i e s  
of b r i l l i a n t  v i c t o r i e s  in C avite  marked him f or 
f u t u r e  le a d e r s h ip  not only in C a v i t e , but throughout 
the r e v o l t - r i d d e n  a r e a s  of Ce n t r a l  and Southern Luzon.
The s tage  of c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  had now s h i t t e d  from 
o r g a n iz a t io n  to a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  campaigns, and Aguinaldo, 
w i t h  an in h e re n t  c a p a c i ty  t o r  m i l i t a r y  s t r a t e g y ,  
exceeded even h i s  w i l d e s t  dreams by p u t t i n g  the enemy 
on the run. S ince  November 9, 1896, when the b a t t l e  
of Binakayan was f o u g h t , Agu in aldo  had made himself  
In dispen sab le  the in s u r g e n ts .

a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  h i s  r i s e  to power and 
p o p u l a r i i y  was tr a g i c .  For p r e c i s e l y  because of t h i s  
p o p u l a r i t y ,  B o n i f a c i o , the g r e a t  o r g a n iz e r ,  saw h i s  
s t a r  s in k  in t o  the horizon -  n ever  to r i s e  a g a i n . 
I t was, of cou rse ,  through no f a u l t  of Aguinaldo t h a t  
the Supremo f ound him self  d is p la c e d  in  the esteem of 
the C a v ite  r e v o l u t i o n i s t s .  With a man in t h e i r  midst 
who had made the enemy f e e l  the con centrated  w rath 
of c e n t u r i e s  of oppression  i t  was i n e v i t a b l e  th a t  the 
C a v i t e ñ o s , l i k e  other  F i l i p i n o s ,  should i n s t i n c t i v e l y
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