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Abstract

This study focused on the psychological analysis of the main character of Gustave Flaubert’s 

Madame Bovary in the light of Lacanian theory of lack and desire. Through the character of 

Emma Bovary, the working of Lacanian desire in the novel was analyzed. The main 

character’s efforts to reach at the stage of complete serenity and plenitude are focused with 

the motive of showing her desperation for fulfilling her vague desires. Three major 

relationships of her life were analyzed in order to depict the transient nature of her objects of 

desire. The study found that in line with Lacan theory, he believes that the subject can never 

be ‘whole’ because the subject is all about something lacking. “The subject is made up of 

absent objects, of things missing and lost, and often imagined by the subject to reside in 

others. Objects circulate around the subject and only achieve a proper resting place in death” 

as happens with Emma Bovary. In Madame Bovary says Vargas Llosa, “Emma’s drama is 

the gap between illusion and reality, the distance between desire and its fulfilment. On two 

occasions she is persuaded that adultery can give her the splendid life that her imagination 

strains, and both times she is left feeling disappointed.” The study found that Emma indulges 

in adultery, makes sexual relationships with her lovers, in a futile hope of getting back that 

lost unity and oneness but always receives disappointment in turn. Neither two of her lovers 

were able to fulfil her and make her ‘whole’.


