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“The Relative

Effectiveness of Two Methods in Teaching Reading in the
Vernacular in Grade One: Analytic-Synthetic and Cartilla
Method.” M.A.Ed. Central Philippine University, 1974.

The purpose. of this experiment
~ was to compare the effectiveness of
the Cartilla method and the Ana-
lytic-Synthetic method in teaching
reading in the vernacular in Grade I
and to find out whether there is any
djfference in the resulting variability
of the two groups. Answers to these
questions were sought: Which of the
~ two methods is more effective, Car-
tilla method or the Analytic-Syn-
thetic method? Is there any dif-
ference in the resulting variability
of the two groups, one taught by
the Cartilla method and the other
by the Analytic-Synthetic method?

Which of the two methods is more
effective for the high 1.Q. group?

Which of the two methods is better
for the low I.Q. group?

The study was conducted in Puro
Elementary School, Placer District.
Division of Masbate. The subjects
involved were Grade I pupils— forty
boys and thirty-four girls— divided
into two parallel groups based on
the following criteria: age, sex, intel-
ligence test, reading readiness, and
socio-economic status.

The Otis test was used in obtain-
ing intelligence test scores. The
exercises in reading readiness were
used to obtain reading readiness
scores of the pupils and the eco-
nomic survey form was used to ob-
tain the socio-economic scores.
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These three testing instruments were
borrowed from the Central Philip-
pine University Research Center.
The means and the standard devia-
tions of scores on these three fac-
tors were computed to determine
the Tscores of the pupils in each
test. The T-scores of the pupils in
the intelligence test, reading readi-
ness, and socio-economic were add-
ed in order to derive the composite
scores. Two boys with the ages of
seven or eight and whose composite
scores are the same or nearly the
same were paired. The same proce-
dure was followed for the girls.

In order to test the equatedness
of the two groupsin the factors pre-
viously mentioned, the difference
between the means of composite
scores of two groups was tested for
significance with the use of the t-
ratio. The difference between the
standard deviations of the two
groups was computed in order to
determine  whether  they were
equated in variability. Both find-
ings showed that the obtained dif-
ference between two standard de-
viations was insignificant at the 5
per cent level.

The means and the standard de-
viations of Group A and Group B in
the 1.Q,, reading readiness, and so-
cio-economic are almost identical,

showing the original pairing of
scores to have been quite satisfac-
tory.

The two methods used in this
study were the Analytical-Synthe-
tic method and the Cartilla method.
Method .1, the Analytic-Synthetic
method was used in Group A and
Method 11, the Cartilla method was
used in Group A and Method 11, the
Cartilla method was used in Group.
B. The daily subject-matter was
made comparable as much as possi-
ble. The same teacher— the investi-
gator— taught reading in both class-
es. The procedures as prescribed in
the outline of work on both methods
were strictly followed.

There were two teacher-made
tests given to the pupils within six
months of the experiment. The first
test was given primarily to familiar-
ize the pupils with printed tests and
acquaint them with printed letters,
words, phrases, and even long sen-
tences before taking the final test.

The achievement test was given
to determine the effect of the two
methods. The means and the stan-
dard deviations were statistically
treated. The mean difference be-
tween the two groups was tested
for significance with the use of the
t-ratio. The difference between the
standard deviations of the two



groups was also tested for signifi-
cance in order to determine the

variability of the two groups.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

At the close of the experiment, it
was found out that:

1. The difference between the
means between Group A and Group
B was insignificant at the .05 level

2. The difference between the
standard deviations was also insigni-
ficant at the 5 per cent level.

3. The difference between the
means between Group A and Group
B with high scores in the I.Q. test
was not significant at the 5 per
cent level.

4, The difference between the
means between the two groups with
the low scares in the 1.Q. test was
not also significant at the .05 level.

- The following conclusions on the
basis of the above results yielded by
the two methods used in the study
are:

1. Neither of the two methods is
better than the other for teaching of
reading in the vernacular in Grade I
and neither of the two methods is
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better than the other for teaching
of reading to Grade I pupils with
high scores in the 1.Q. test nor to
the Grade I pupils with low scoresin
the 1.Q. test.

2. The difference in variability of
the two groups was not affected
with the methods used.

Since the results of the investiga-
tion revealed that neither of the
two methods is more effective than
the other, it is recommended that:

1. The Grade I teachers be given
the option as to which method to
ase <in the class. The selection of
the two methods will depend upon
the availability of the needed ma-
terials and the cost of labor incurred
in preparing them.

2. A replication of the research
be done in the central school where
the environment and family back-
ground of the pupils involved are
quite different from those in the
barrio.

It would be of some use to educa-
tion and to Grade I teachers if re-
search be done on this problem:
What are the teachers’, parents’ and
pupils’ attitudes towards the meth-
od used in teaching reading?



