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CHAPTER I
INTRODOCTION

The eonstitution of the FPhllippines provides that
Congress shall take stops toward the development and adop-
tion of a common astional languege. In order to implement
this constitutional provision the institute of National
language was oreated to study the feasibility of inoluding
the teaching of the National Lenguasge in the school surriou-
lum. “hen the actual task of tosohing this subjooct was
beéun ian June, 1949, our aducators ss well as the teachers
in the field were at a loss conceraning what to do to carry
out affaotively the provision of Aet 184 and how to devise
ways and means to carry on the teaching in the slassroom.

In spite of the afforts of edusationsal leaders,
aupervisqrs end teechors, very little had been accomplished
at the outbreak of the war in 1941. hen the 8chools Opaned
after liberation thosc who were entrusted to carry on the
work had to overecme great Aifficnlties, espeoially the lack
of tsaching aids snd matoriels, the lack of preparation of
most of thoe toazhers end a goneral resistance to the study
of the langusge in non-Tagalog arcas. It is worthy of note
that moet of the teachoers of the subject laoked ncoussary
treining and academlo background. Hlmoat none of them had
any units earnsd in the languege in the high school or
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d0llape to eguip them with tha nocemsary tools for effactivae
teaining. DBesides this, moat of the temchors as well as the
parents Aid not see the reason beilnd the teaching of
Pilipino., The pureats ofton manifestud a hostilo ettitude
ani the tomchers disliked the ldea of the axtra load.

Thase are the clircumatances surrounding the teashing
of the Natlional) language in the Philippines. It san not ve
denlsd thet the progress toward full implementation of Aet
18, has boen vary slow. It &8s only rocently that graestoer
strides have baen achleved and that people have begun 0
realiza the need for teaohing and studyling the enbjest.

Hth improved supervision, and with tha developmont of inter-
et and even anthusiasm of bLoth suporwisors, and teachers,
much le baing done in the taeohing-loaralng procees although,
of course, only after oversoming many soemingly iasurmount-
shle Aiffionltics.

The terching of thc Nationn) lanruaga todsy has come
to the point where we as e people can say that we havs a
langnage of our own to express our coumon fealinpgs and
aspirations as a nation, and wo a4y not always ased to expross
ourselvas in “nglish, s foreign languagae for a toro to uss
with an Ilocano. Baecause of this, thure sceme to bBe a grow-
ine foaling of ononess among ¥Filiplnos, and sectionellsa,
reglonalism, nrad projudices due to diffarences in leanguage

are no longer so strong. Todey as we look asbout ia the



3
oltiss and aven in the rural areoas wo £ind that whonever ons
spanks in Pilipino, he 18 no longer eyed with appreheasion
and susplolon ss if he were & stranger to the place. The
tasshing of Pilipino has grently helped in reslizing unity
among our people. This is tho contribution which the
National lanpuspe ought to maks.

From this situation has doveloped the problem, the
definition of which buosmme the objuct of this rassarch
projeot. There 18 a gencers) impraession emonz teachers that
tanohing F11lipino as & roquired subjeot in secondary school
in a non-Tagalog area is differant from teeching it in a
Tagalog area beocsuse the vasis of the languezoe is Teagalog.
Teaochers handling the subjuct sncountsr many problems which
ara Aiffioult for them to solve and wilch nved study and
analysis. Tome of thess problems and diffioulties, suoh as
the lmok of gualifisd teachers and teachling maturlels, are
80 basic that offceotive teeching 18 ¢nite a problem. Ons
grsat barriar to leerning 4e reported to be psychological,
that is, the attitude of tho students, of the taschers of
other subjaeots, and of parents toward the natlonal lanpuage.
The researcher wantad to f£find out the true situation regard-
ing theme epparant problems.

The problem ig important to the fiald beeause, aslide
from beling comoon to all noa=-Tegalog aeroms, its definition

aend romedy should help to improvse the taesshing of the



national languege. The findings of tho study might wara
teachers $o0 look out for the dsvelopment of these problems
in their own toesching, to the ead that they would be guided
properly in the application of remadial maasures.

I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The National Languege should be one of the unifying
factors in the nation. Sinoe government officlals, sduca~
tors, and laymen are genarelly agrocd on the inclusioa of
Pi1ipino as one of the subjoets in the sohool ourrionlum,
people of our community should join hands in the propagation
of the lengusge and popularization of its use. BPsecauso the
taaching of Pilipino in a non-Tagalop area prosont spacial
problems, this study was an attempt to investipate the nature
of those problems in the secondary schools of such an arasa.

The tencher ol the National Languace 1n a non-Tagalog
area moets difficulties ¢ulte simllar to those In the teach~
ing of Tnglish when it wae first introduced at the coming
of the Americsns. English was first roslsted bocause 1t wes
a foreign language. Becgauss of 1ts apparent non-utility at
home, in business, and in tho communlty, tho Nationesl Lan~
guage in non-Tagalog-speaking plsoes, svems liko a foreiga
language and unnocessary to the students, teachers, and

community. This study inguired lato these attitudes in

Iloilo sacondary schools.
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Turing the American ooocupation those in sharge of the
school program were facad with the problem of finding quali-
fied toachers of EZnglish. In the beginning, soldlers woro
askad to teaoh; later, ‘mericarn toachers were iaported;
sventually, the povernment organized the so-called "aeplr-
ants® who ware ¥ilipinos who had lamrnsd Zaeplish and counld
be asked to f£11l the need. The seame problam of gquelified
tesching porsonnel is feood in planniang for the teaching ol
Fi{lipino ia non~Tegalog areas. In order o serve the demsnds
of the schoole, sdninlstrators seek Pilipino toachoers who
have studied in Manila, oven 1f they have av unlts in tie
National Language. Since the laearaing process damends much
of the teacher the study also investicated teeolhlng-parsonsel
problems.

The lsarning prosess 1z not confined within the four
walle of the claesroom. 7o be functional, it should be usa-
ful in the ocuvnduoting of community effeirs. Iessons can be
geared to community sotivities. Isarning will be more offag-
tive if the tenchers tap this rich sourco of teeching alds.
Thorefore, evidence of the uss of the languspe outside the
classroom was sought. Also baceusc the attitude of pereats
in the community has s grast influence on the motivation of
loarning, the opinions of pareats with reference to the

lsnpunpge were studled.



