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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND ITS BACKGROUND

The year 1949 marked the beginning of distinct dif
ferences of opinion among teachers, laymen, and school of

ficials of both public and private schools in Iloilo 
regarding the question as to whether or not progressive 

education is more effective than traditional education in 

the Philippines. The proponents of progressive education 
claim that progressive education is better than traditional 
education, while the proponents of traditional education 
claim the opposite view. This difference of opinion still 
exists. The claims of the proponents of the two types of 
schools have been based upon personal opinion and in no 

instance has experimental evidence been presented to support 
the contention of either side.

A. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It is the purpose of this 
study (1) to define the philosophy, principles, objectives, 

and requirements of progressive education; (2) to define the 

philosophy, principles, objectives, and requirements of tradi
tional education; (3) to make a comparative study of the dif

erences between traditional and progressive education; and 
(4) to study and appraise the community school as the accepted
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type of progressive education in the Philippines.
Justification. A difference of opinion exists be

tween the progressivists and the traditionalists. The for

mer believe that progressive education is the best for the 
Philippines, while the latter believe that traditional edu
cation is best for the Philippines; and in addition to this 

difficulty many parents, teachers, and school officials do 

not understand progressive and traditional education. A 
clear understanding is necessary in order to determine 
which is the better for the Philippines; hence this study 
has been undertaken.


