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ABSTRACT

In remote villages in Central Panay (Philippines), the presence of government 

institutions is not yet institutionalized and some traditional practices are still 

dominant in their way of life. Vengeance is still viewed by many Panay-Bukidnon 

people as an instrument in seeking justice and this is collectively pursued by the 

clan or the whole village. Thus, this study sought to understand and explore the 

lived experiences of those who actually experienced and survived a three-year 

long clan was between two villages in the Province of Antique, Philippines. Five 

survivors were chosen using criterion sampling, and the researchers used 

qualitative phenomenological research method and utilized face-to-face 

unstructured interview and observations. Most of the participants are still in 

disbelief in being alive and because of the extent of brutality of the clan war, they 

have rationalized vengeance and the necessity to braved in order to survive the 

ordeal. Most of those who fled to the forest during the first massacre have 

narrated their experiences with sufferings, hunger and hardship just to survive. 

Their sad experiences gave them the wisdom to settle future disputes peacefully 

and with open heart in order to avoid another clan war were there are no
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winners, but only losers. The lived experiences of clan war survivors will serve as 

a basis for enhancing indigenous conflict resolution with the active participation 

of the local government units, non-government organizations and the national 

Commission on indigenous people (NCIP) and re-evaluate the current 

Indigenous Peoples’ Right Act and the Local Government Code of the Philippines 

and harmonize some conflicting provisions.
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