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CHAPTIR T
INTROCUCTION

The protlem of underachievement im » coxplex one
and merits the attention of parents, teachers, tdministrs-
tore, and guldance-counaeloram. Much ie being said and
written nowkdays shout the conmervetisn of our natursl
resources £nd mpen-power developoent. The Pilipinos sre
telented, creative, and intelligsnt. This is especislly
true with the growing gensrstion. Are not these human
resources not to te considered richer end more valushble
then the paturel ressurces? Unforsunately, wmuch of humen
enercy is waated through noneupme or misuse. Vaste of
ability is & "loms to soclety”.

Young people whose sololestic parrmrﬁfnca lags far
behind their intellectusl ebility represent & serisus loss
to society in terms of their potentis) contributions.
serious educationel malpdjurtment is often due to the delay
in dimcavering early ensugh the dlacrepency between zchleve-
ment and ability of the students. Muny copeble students do
not recslize that thay possess cutstanding ability and con-
pequently do not héve the amblition to utilize their capacivy.
Perents &nc terchers heve & grept responsibility in helping
the underrichievers 0 realize their potentialitiesr &nd to
bring out thelr mexizun capocities,



The problem of underschievement shvld be 2 matter
of great c¢oncern to those vho sre engaged in the field of
education since underschievesrent prevents the individusl
from fully resliszing his potentiala., If nn effective
solution to this problem is f£-und, both the undercohieving
individunl snd moclety will mutuslly benefit. In order t»n
be eble to solve the problem, one han to identify the
causs of it. Many ptudies heve heen made, both in the
Philippinens and abroed, about the reletionships of some non-
intellective factors to the students’ ochieveuent, M&ny
resedrehers hove Trund out thet study hebite end stiitudes,
personslity, ond self-concept are positively related to
acaderic achicvement. Ueaspite the considerable resesrch
devoted to this toplc, thers has been little advance in
f1anlating the rezl caumes of underschiovenent.

The focus of this etudy is on the underachievers. In
order to rursue the regearch to some depthe, atiention has
been divected toward & linited nvumber of cssen. Through
these arpe studies the resesrcher tried to icentify the

probeble causes of underachicovement,

{ the Problen

Tercugh spilyaes of meny messurcs end dete about esch
Gnse, the resesrcher pismed to dimcover the following:
1. The (chervcteristic patterns of) pergﬁnaliﬁy



trzite of underschievers,

£e &. The problem sress, through the administra-
tion of the Mooney Problem Check List, and the specific
protlenis in these areas that ore mentioned by the mejority
of the Canes,

be The serisuenesa of underachievers' proklems
regarding "home snd faznily". .

3. Acceptence o the underzchievers by their peers.

4« The pdequacy of their self-concept.

5 The level of their academic motivetion.

6. Their ~tudy habits and astitudes, and the ape-
eific problemeg in the 29HA that ere coumon tn the majority
of underachievers.

Jore specificslly, the following rerearch hypotheses

were Leated:

Hypnthesip 1. There are negetive personslity charac-

teristics thet are couron to the majority of underschievers.

Hypothesis 2-58., There are problens identified by
the uee of the Hooney Problem Check Liet, thot are comuon

to the majority of undercehievers.

Hypothesie 2-b, The ares "hone and Panily® 4s o

nerious Probles ares for the majority of underachisvera.

Hypothegis 3. The msjority of underschievers &re

not "well-acoepted” by their peers.
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Hypothiealis 4. The mgjority of underaschievera doee

not heve edequete self-concent,

Hynothesis 5. The m2jority of underachievers doea

not htve high acadenic motivation.

Hynothesis 6. The mejority of underschievers does
not have good atudy hebits znd sttitudes. There are prob-
lens in these sreas thet sre common to the majority of

underachievers.,

The Importance of the Study

The findinge of this study will give terchers,
guidance-counselors, and edministrators new perspectives on
underschievenent, since by probing deeply and intensively
into the problems of the fifteen uncderschievers, the re-
pearcher hoped to gein better insight into the problema of
underachievement, Although mfny previous studiea done on
this topic have been surveyed; in-depth studies have been
rare,

It is almo hoped that procedurea for the proper
dlsgnosis of the problems of underachievers will dbe formu-
lated for use by claasrsom teachers, The researcher fur-
ther hopes to formulate recommendations which will be ugeful
for teachera &nd edministrators in assisting underachievera

make full use of their sabdilities.



