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CHAPTER ONE 
Introduction

The development of skills and attitudes necessary 
for success in any vocation is one of the objectives 
Central Philippine University has set for itself. As a 
church-related institution, it seeks to order its aca
demic life so as to be expressive of a deep Christian 
commitment. To fulfill this mission, Central Philippine 
University has solicited funds from alumni and friends 
to finance special programs of the university. One of 
these programs is the offering of remedial classes in 
English and Mathematics for college students*

At the start of every semester or summer at Central 
Philippine University, a mathematics placement test is 
given to all entering freshmen. Those who do not come 
up to a certain score are required to enroll in Mathema
tics A, a remedial course. Mathematics A aims to remedy 
the deficiencies of students in this area so that their
chances of passing the first basic mathematics course is 
increased.

Students pay tuition for Mathematics A. When they 
pass this remedial course and are admitted to the first 
basic mathematics course, they are exempted from paying 
tuition to this basic course. If they do not pass in
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Mathematics A, they will be required, to re-enroll in 
the remedial course and pay the tuition. Despite this 
financial arrangement, many parents question the offer-
ing of the remedial course.

This study, therefore, attempts to examine the 
effect of remedial mathematics on achievement in College 
Algebra. The focus of attention is on achievement in 
College Algebra, since it is the first college mathema
tics course taken by all students in all the bachelor 
degree programs. It is the course where a great majo
rity of the college students have failed every year.

If the results of this study will prove that reme
dial mathematics is of significant value to the student's
achievement in College Algebra, then the administration 
is justified in offering the remedial course and the 
university has to find means so that this program can
be continued for free for the benefit of the students.
If the results show that remedial mathematics has no 
significant value, that is, it does not significantly 
contribute to the student's achievement in College Alge
bra, then the earlier the university discovers this, the 
earlier would be the saving of money on the part of the 
university which could be used for the implementation
of more fruitful projects. Time and effort could be 
saved by both students and remedial teachers*
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The Problem
Statement of the problem. This study attempted to 

determine the effect of remedial mathematics on achieve- 
ment in College Algebra.

Specifically, this study sought answers to the fol
lowing questions:

1. Is there a significant difference between the 
placement test scores of students who barely passed the 
mathematics placement test and those who failed when the 
subjects were taken as an entire group?

2. Is there a significant difference between the 
placement test scores of students who barely passed the 
mathematics placement test when the subjects were clas
sified as to sex and type of high school attended?

3. Is there a significant difference between the
placement test scores of students who failed in the 
mathematics placement test when the subjects were clas
sified according to sex and type of high school 
attended?

4. Is there a significant difference between the 
achievement in College Algebra of the students who bare
ly passed the mathematics placement test ("no remedial 
mathematics” group) and those who failed in the math
ematics placement test ("with remedial mathematics"
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group) when they were taken as an entire group?
5* Is there a significant difference between the 

achievement in College Algebra of the "no remedial math
ematics" group when they were classified according to 
sex and type of high school attended?

6. Is there a significant difference between the 
achievement in College Algebra of the "with remedial 
mathematics" group when they were classified according 
to sex and type of high school attended?

7. When the "with remedial mathematics" group was 
taken as an entire group, is there a significant rela
tionship between their (a) placement test scores and 
achievement in College Algebra and (b) grades in reme
dial mathematics and achievement in College Algebra?

Assumptions of the study. This study is based
upon the following assumptions:

1. Remedial mathematics is geared toward helping 
students so that they can tackle College Algebra.

2. The mathematics placement test was valid and 
reliable and was answered under favorable conditions 
and scored accurately.

5. College teachers handling remedial mathematics
and College Algebra are competent.
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