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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

The value of reading as a school subjeet cannot be
uaderestimated or denied. Skill in reading is essential for
effective adjustment to a multitude of everyday life activie
ties, as well as for learning in school., It has been gene-
rally recognized that reading is the most important subject
taught in the elementary scho0l, for failure to learn in
content subjects of the curriculum may be traced to poor
reading ability., Most of what the child is supposed to learn
in all subjects is greatly derived from reading,

Reading, as Sutaria and Bowen say, unlocks the doors
of the vast storehouse of knowledge and offers a satisfying
as well as edifying form of recreation. They summarize the

nature of reading thus:

In a general sense reading is the process of getting
the meaning of something written or printed by interpre-
ting its characters or symbols. Printed symbols are
merely media used by the author to convey ideas. To
interpret them one must understandlthat it has the same
meaning as its spoken counterpart.

Reading should not merely be the oral interpretation

of printed matters but should involve 2 deeper study into the

lMinda ¢. sutaria and J, D. Bowen (ed.) Basic Readers
for English Teachers, PCLS Monograph, Series No. 4 (Quezon
City: ©Phoenix Publishing House, 1982), p. 4.
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2
mecaning and purpose of what is reads In defining reading,
Cuzman® aptly stateds

4 good rcader does not stop after getting the writer's
idcas from his sentences, He realizes that this limits
him %o a knowledge of the facts and opinions presented in
a given paragraph or cssays. That he uses thesc to make
decisions, solve problems, or understand parallél situaw
tions is a greater benefit dcrived from reading, This
involves becing able to reagon logically using the authorts
ideas as stated in his writings as the starting pointe

Tearning to read is a complicated processs It not

only deals with the mechanical process of correctly pronoun=
cing words but also involves fhe rccognition and even the
making of mcaning, Becausc of thc complexity and sensitivity
of this process, teaching to rcad is not an easy job for the
tcacher, cspecially since therc arc multiple factors which

may presay a child from reading offcetivelye For example,

H

cading 1s sensitive to pressurcs like those from the home
and parents, from within the child himself, from the school,

nd from the demands of basal rcading materials, The child'e

{

responscs to reading depends on which pressure affects him
moste Since cvery child is unique, the teacher should see

to it that every child's own nccds are met in order for
learning to take placce

Grey and Reese declare that rcading is important to

Lio azs T RVl SR I\ LY TSI 0L S I X T,
zhaybolle Ke Guzman ot ale, Develoning Reading and
Language Skills for College (M~nilc: “University of the
mast, 197(0)y as eiiud by mylcr Ps Juanino, "Let's Encogzage
104 | Aeany A< W 1 ;
ghlédlan o Road,"™ The Modern Zeacher, 33:1, Juno, 1984,
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cveryday life as an aid in meeting everyday nccds, a tool
for vocation, a pursuit for leisurc time, an aid to enriohe
ment of expericnaeeg, a tool of oltizenship, and a source of

spiritual refreshmento3

From the gbove list, it is apparent that rcecading plays
a vital role in the total development of an individual, as
thc basis of his happiness and well=being. As for a nation,
the imnlications of the acquisition of good reading ability
arc gravce Thus,; if the Eh%lippines intends to be self:
reliant cconomioally stable, politically and socially mature,
it must have an intelligent and edueoated citizenry, and this
requirement is assured by having oitizens who can rcad wells

Today, oux gountry is faoing a threat of having a
literacy which is non=functional. Former Minister Jaime C,
Laya of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports reported
to 407 school superintendents attending the 1985 Conference
of School Supexintendents at the Teachers! Camp at Bmguio
City on May 7 - 10, 1985, that literacy rates of grade
school and secondary school dropouts have fallen alarmingly
over the past decade or soe He further said that one of the
causes of the deterioration in the communication skills of

pupils, in both English and Piliping, is the cumlative

ah -0

.gLilian‘Grey and Dora Recse, Te cgigg_Ch;;Qrgya#g
Bead {2nd ede.; Now York; Thc Ronald Press Companys )

PPo 6 =~ 11,
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effect of ill~oonsildored tinkering with currioula and texte
books.q

The inability to read is not only the problem of the
teaochers and sohool q@fficials but alse the concern of all
sectors of socictye It is the duty of the teacher, there=
fore, to overcomc the obstacles to effective rcading and,
most importantly, te develop among the children interest in
end love for roadinge. The child's needs, interest, reading
ebility or difficulty, and the 2o00essibility of reading
materials must bo taken into eonsideratione If all of these
could be met and if reading materials which are within the
child's gphere of experiences snd reading ability could he

provided, love for reading will just automatically set ine

Statement of ‘the Froblem
This study is part of a genexral project aimed to

prepare and cvaluate reading materials which are designed
to supplement the basie reading materials for the levels
Pre;primer to Grade two, in Region VI.

Specifically, this study aimed to answex the following
guestions:

1o What types of storice appeal to grade two pupils
in Region VI?

e 28 25 SR ]

43aime Ca Laya% zE%ucat%on in)Grises;“ §E§£ﬁ3ion
d %1..... ture Journal, 1 (3Jy 2 (1 & 2)¢ pe 3, April -
cmbery, 1933:
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20 Arc the prepared reading selecticns valid and

usable?
3. Are the test exercisces that accompany the selections

valid and reliable?



