A PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSIS OF PHILIPPINE POPULAR VALUES

A Thesis
Presented to
the Faculty of the Graduate School
University of San Carlos

PHOTOCOPYING NOT ALLOWED
(PP

QB L
5 (LIBRARY

._...'
49177 /S
Lo oy -/

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Reguirements for the Degree

Master of Arts in Philosonhy

by
Venancio Berso Ardales

October 197



CHAPTER I
THE FILIPTNO 30CIAL STRUCTIRE
It is the purnose of this thesis to analvge Filipino popular
values from a philosonhical point of view. These values aves

pakikisama, cuphemism, po-"etween, utang na loob, amor propio, hiya,

and bahala na. In order to get a deeper insipght into these values
it scems necessarv to discues first the Filipino social structure
which greatlv influences the formation and functioning of the Filjw:
pino value eystem. Hence, thie chapter.

To wnderstand Filipino sccial structwre, the writer will
present first the meaning and importance of the study of social
structure followed by the meaning end importance of kinghip system in
general; then, the Filipino kinship system and family will be dis-
cussed. Thus, this presentation will be divided into fowr sections:

I. Meaning and Importence of the Studv of Socisl Structure
II. Meaning and Immortance of Kinship Svetem
ITI. The Fil‘wnino Kinghip Svetem
IV. The Filipinn Family

The esesav entitled "Filinino Socisl Structure and Valve Orient-
ations" by F, Landa Jocano which appearced in the number two lecture

geries of the Filipino Cultural Héritagcl will be utilized mainly

in this study.

T, Lanaa Joecano, "Filipino
ations," Filipino Cultural Herit gc,
PhillppTHO Women's University, 1968),

Social Structure and Value Orient-
Lecture Serice o, 2 (Mapila:
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I. Meaning and Importance of the Study of Social Structure

To have an insight into the personality, world view, or value
gystem of people, it is important to understand first and foremost
the structuwring of their society.. This must be so since the develop-
ment and functioning of such personality, such world view and value
system is so correlated with the peculiar structwre of the socicty
that any attemnt to studv or describe one without the other would
produce a confusing picture. This was noted hv Henrv in his study of
the Kaingang Indians,? and by Singh in his article on Indian and
Filipino value svstem: "the vhveical and social structure of the
village has great influence in shaping the value svstem of villagers."3
It is, thercfore, proper and fitting to sfu." the social structure
of the Filipinos before analyzing their values and valuec system.

Social structurc as used here refers to the "pattern of
behavior, a continuous and largely predictable repetition of human
actionstl which could be determined best through an analysis of a

society's kinship system, an established highly useful approach

according to Parsons.5

2Jules Henrv, "The Personality of the Kaingang Indians,”
Sccial Structure and Personalitv: A Caschook, ed. Yehudi A, Cohen
(Wow York: Holt, Rinchart and Winston, T981), p. 1°.

3

Tej Pratap Singh, "Some Impressions on Indian and Filipino
Value System," Philipnine Sociological Review, Vol. XIII, No. )
(October, 195%); n. 212,

hRichard L. Means, Ethical Imperative (New York: Doubleday
and Co., 1970), p. =9.

5Talcott Parsons, "The Social Structure of the Family,"
Readings in Sociology, ed. Alfred McLung Lee (New York: Barnes

and Noble, 1950), p. 9l.




