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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Reading has long been recognized as an essential tool 

of learning and one of the most important activities in school 

and in our modern life. It cannot he denied that a pupil must 

he able to read in order to learn. His success in school and 

in today's world depends to a great extent on his reading 

proficiency.
Teachers seek to develop sequentially and gradually 

pupils’ basic reading habits and skills in learning to read 

in the primary grades, and work for the improvement of these 

habits and skills in the intermediate grades. A pupil who 

fails to learn to read well will be greatly handicapped by his 

poor reading ability as he gets older. According to Harris, 

the teacher of reading wants his' pupils to be able to read, to 

use reading effectively as a learning tool, and to enjoy and 

appreciate reading.1

Reading is not one skill b u t  a large number of inter

related skills which develop gradually over a period of many 
 years.2 It is not mere recognition of printed symbols, but it

1Albert J. Harris, How to Increase Reading Ability (New 
York: David McKay, 1961), p. 12.

2Ibid., p. 10.
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is putting meaning to the facts and ideas presented and making 

reactions to them in the light of one's previous knowledge arid 

experiences.
Reading is a composite of skills and a complex process. 

Cognizant of the nature of reading, teachers strive to develop 

pupils' basic habits, abilities, skills and interests through 

effective reading instruction. The effective teaching of 

reading calls for the use of a wide variety of reading materials 

which are short and easy and a gradual moving towards more 
difficult and longer materials as pupils gain proficiency in 

the use of acquired reading skills. Durrel claimed that the 

use of a wide variety of instructional materials that are 

easily understood by the learner can be most helpful in the 

improvement of reading skills.3 If he understands what he 

reads, he will be more interested, will read more rapidly, will 

retain it better, and will be less frustrated.4

The policy of "return to the basics" was adopted by our 

educational system in order to put renewed emphasis on the 

teaching of the 3 R's, particularly reading. The "no-read-no- 

move" policy which is being implemented in the public schools

3Donald D . Durrel, Improving Reading Instruction (New 
York: Harcourt Brace and World, 1956), p. 4.

4Emerald V . Dechant, Improving the Teaching of Reading 
(New Delhi: Prentice-Hall, 1969), p. 465.
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a i m s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  p r o d u c e  p u p i l s  w h o  a r e  p r o f i c i e n t  a n d  

s k i l l f u l  r e a d e r s .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  v a r i e d  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s  i s  o n e  m a j o r  c o n s t r a i n t  t h a t  h i n d e r s  

w e l l - m e a n i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  m a k i n g  r e a d i n g  

i n s t r u c t i o n  h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e .  T h e r e  i s  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  r e a d i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  o f  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  a l r e a d y  

a c q u i r e d ,  a n d  f o r  e n r i c h m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s . T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  

r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  a r e  s u i t e d  t o  t h o s e  p u p i l s  w h o  a r e  

r e a d y  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e a d i n g .

A w a r e  o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  b e s e t  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  a n d  i m b u e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  h e l p  i m p r o v e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  r e a d i n g  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  r e a d i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  

p u p i l s ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  a t t e m p t e d  a  p r o j e c t  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  

t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

T h e  P r o b l e m

T h e  p r i m a r y  a i m  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  t o  p r e p a r e  a n d  

e v a l u a t e  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  g r a d e s ,  t h r e e  

a n d  f o u r ,  i n t e n d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  v o c a b u l a r y ,  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  w o r d -  

a t t a c k ,  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  s k i l l s  o n  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  

n a m e l y ,  l i t e r a l ,  i n t e r p r e t i v e  a n d  c r i t i c a l .  T h e  s p e c i f i c  

o u t c o m e s  t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  r e a l i z e d  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  

L e a r n i n g  C o n t i n u u m 5  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n

5 P h i l i p p i n e s ( R e p u b l i c )  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  C u l t u r e ,  
B u r e a u  o f  E l e m e n t a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  T h e  E l e m e n t a r y  L e a r n i n g  C o n 
t i n u u m  ( M a n i l a :  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p p .  2 7 - 3 0 ;  3 4 — 3 7 .
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a n d  C u l t u r e  a n d  f r o m  B a r b e ' s  " R e a d i n g  S k i l l s  C h e c k l i s t  

S e q u e n t i a l  S k i l l  P l a n . " 6

T h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  o f  

d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  a n d  u s a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  t a r g e t  g r a d e s .

6 W a l t e r  B . B a r b e ,  " R e a d i n g  S k i l l s  C h e c k l i s t  S e q u e n t i a l  
S k i l l  P l a n "  ( H o n e s d a l e ,  P a . , 1 9 7 6 ) .


