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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCT ION

The ability to read is recognized generally as one
of the most important skills that a person can have, The
success or failure of an individual in modern society
gmatly depends upon the mastery of this tool., Fver since
man learned to read and write, he has depended immeasurably
on the printed page for his personal, cultural, and social
progress,

The important role of reading in modern life can
not be undorestimeted., It is an indispensable means of
communication, As Broom says, "It is a vehicle for obtoin-
ing ideas which can not be transmitted verbally“.l The
Tho average citizen must read the papers, magazines and
books to keep abreast with the latest technological
advancements,

Reading is a basic subjset i the eurriculum, It
is a tool subject necessery for the mastery of all other
subjects, It enters into nearly every phase of school

life. "Tt is a key with which students could open the

TM E. Broom, ot, al., Effective Readin Instructlon
(2nd ed.; New York: McGraw-HilI Book Co., 1951), p.
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vest storehouse of knowledge contained in books,® Sutaria
and Bowen declared,

The importance of reading as a tool is pointed out

L7 3ond and Tinker., They say, "the ability to read well
is absolutely essential to successful school work or study
¢l any kind"‘.3 Many studies have shown that reading
ability is a prerequisite for success in the elementary
tnd secondary schools, Broom maintains that "the individ-
ual who reads well has at his command a means for widening
his mental horizons and for multiplying his opportunities
for e:-x:per*:‘.enc;e".LL The ability to read well opens the way
to a full and satisfying life for the individual,

Ruth Strang and others summarize all the benefits

that one derives from reading, thus:

"Tf one can read well, he can function more effec=
tively in daily activities, achieve more satisfactorily
in school learnings, satisfy emotional and intellectual
needs, maintain better personal and social adjustment,

appreciate betteg our cultural heritage, and be a
better citizen, "

Y

Minda C. Suta?ia and J. Doncld Bowen, Basic Readers
for English Teaching (Quezon Tity : Phoenix Publishing
Touse, 1967J, D. L.

3Guy Bond and Miles A. Tinker, Reading Difficulties:
Tneir Diegnosis and Correction  (2nd ‘ed,; New York : Apple-
ton fientury Crorts, imc., 1957), DP. l.

uBroom, loc. cit.

5Ruth Strang, et. al., The Improvement of Readin
(3rd ed.; New York : McGraw-Hill Boolk Co.,, Inc,, 1981),

pe. 33L.



Next to the teacher, the textbook is usually the
principal educative agency contributing to pupilst aca-
demic success. In the SOUTELE6 survey one of the findings
revealed that pupils find difficulty in rcading and
writing in English, One of the reasons cited for the
ncor performance of pupils in English is the lack of in-
structional materials,

Innovetions have been made and are being done in
cur educational system in order to raise the low perforw.
mance level of pupils, especially in Reading., One of the
programs embodying this plammed change is the PRODED
(Program for Decentralized Educational Development),

Onc of its features is the implementation of the New
Elementary School Curriculum (NESC).

PRODED has some priority needs to meet in order
to achieve its objectives and to implement the NESC
effectively., One of these is the development of supple-

7

mentary materials, Textbook and supplementary matericls

provided by the Textbook Projcect .should be supplemented

6Nenita F, Mendez, "Preparation and Evaluation of
Reading Materials Based on the Abilities and Interests
of., Grade Pour Pupils" (unpublished Master's thesis,
Philippine Normal College, Manila, 1981), p. 1.

TPhilippines. Ministry of Education, Culture and
Sports, "Zone I Conference of School Administrators to
UP-Grade Supervisory and Administrative Competencies"
(Ajuy, Iloilo, November, 1983, Mimeographed).



with learning materials keyed to the needs of children
in specific geographical areas and of vearying capacities
to learn, There is a need for preparing materials geared
to the unique needs and interests of children in the
different regions of the country.

The writer's desire to help meet the need for such
materials and to improve the reading performance of

pupils in her division led her to undertake this study,

Objectives of the Study

On the whole, this project study is an attempt to
prepare and evaluate reading materials which are based
on the abilities and interests of pupils in grades four
and five, specifically for those in the district of
Banate,

This study also sought to achieve the following
objectives:

1) To determine the types of stories that

appeal to grades four and five pupils,

2) To establish the validity and usabillity of
the reading selections prepared by the ro-
searcher,

3) To establish the velidity and reliability of
the test exercises that accompany each

selection,



