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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM IN ITS SETTING

Introduction

Reading is acquired through interaction with printed 

materials, the teacher, and the environment. These three 

can he interpreted as constituting a framework within which 

classroom and reading teachers may begin to improve read­

ing achievement among their pupils. However, the difficulty 

seems to he one of matching appropriate materials to 

learners. Persons who are supposed to match materials 

and the learners hut fail to do so may then he one of the 
causes of reading problems.

Here in the Philippines, a huge mass of reading 

materials is produced and distributed annually among 

school children. However, there are also textbooks which 

gather dust in corners for some reasons cited by teachers: 
vocabulary is culture bound, stories are too long for the 

usual time allotted to reading, and content of selections 
is not within the experiences of pupils in Western Visayas.

Such textbooks can handly be helpful. If a pupil's 

skills in word recognition and comprehension are to be 

developed, this is better done through stories within his 

interest, preferences, and experiences.
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2
Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study was to prepare six read­

ing materials for grades three and four, that is, three 

materials for each grade.
Specifically, the study aimed to answer the follow­

ing questions:

1 . How valid and appropriate are the prepared 

reading materials?

2. How reliable are the reading exercises that go 

with the reading selections?


