z$§;*~-dgp

. .
LR el
N,

‘%fgy/ THESIS e,

. T

/SO .

‘j,*\( T lh.."‘..ql."v /‘- A
l

NG £ .
QWTQ. :;4§§

TP~

CENTRAL PHILIPPINE U*:%VER&ITI, ILOILO CITY

EIGHTH~CENTURY PROPHETS' CONCEPTS OF SIN;
AND THEIR IMPLICATION FOR THE
PHILIFFINE SITUATION

& Thesis
Presented to
the Faculty of the College of Theology
Ceatral thilippine University

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

Bachelor of Divinity

by

. c,éu, FABILA

March 1977



ABGTRACT OF THE THESIO

EIGHTH-CENTURY PROPHETS' CONCEPTS
OF BIN; ARD THEIR IMPLICATION
BOR THI PHILIPPINE SITUATION

by
SAMUEL A. PABILA
DR. JOEN H. SCAMNON, ADVISER

This thesis deals with the topic, "The righth-Century
Frophets' Copcepts of Sin and their Implication for the
rFhilippine Bituation.” It is an historiecal and Biblical
study of the term "sin" as found in the concepts of Amos,
Hosea, lileah, and Isaiah, and attempts to get an implica-
tion for the present Philippine situation.

The aim of the first major topic is to find n
definition of sin. An attempt was made to get a secular
definition of sin. 0Old Testement background was sleo
consulted, from the Early Narratives down to the Linaitic
Laws., The use of the term was also considered.

3in in man's relation to God is rebellion rather than
trenegression. According to the suthor's study one can
transgress any ethical laws without being religious end
without sinming. But rebellion implies sin, for it con-
notes one's relationship with God, to whom he is unfaith-

ful,



The second major topic deals with the Eighth-Century
Prophets' Concepts of Sin. 1t is the center of the work,
for it aims to discuss the central purpose and heart of
the work. One's relationship to God is equated with his
relationship to his fellowmen. Amos sees sins against
God in the avarice, injustices, immorality, superficial
and hollow worship of the people. To him, religion has
to touch politics and purses. Together with him was Hosea,
who went on to condemn the disloyalty of the people to
Yahweh; he scorned the unfaithfulness of the people to
their God in every sphere of life. He summoned them to
return to God in sincere and deep repentance.

Isaiah, like Amos, attacks the idolatrous, shallow
worship of the people, their luxurious living, their in-
justice and oppression of the righteous. He urges the
people to repent and to restore faith and quiet conficence
in God. lidcah joins with him in this attack on luxurious
living at the expense of the poor, and summons the people
¥0 execute justice and love toward God. People have rebelled
and sinned against God, because they have destroyed their
right relation to other people.

The third major topic deals with the implication of
the Eighth-~-Century prophets's concepts of sin to life in
contemporary Philippines. Christianity has its roots in

the 01d Testament; it is therefore proper and helpful



that before exploring New Testament ideas one must study
the corresponding 0Old Testament ideas. A Filipino is not
orly e Christian in the church, but he is also in the midst
of a political and economic situation, and even living in
a time of social unrest. His faith and ovedience to God
can be shown through his involvement in the ongoing acti-
vities and situation of the country. Like the prophets,

a Filipino is summoned to do his duty toward his fellowmen
as his duty toward his God.

This study leads us to the conclusion that sin is
not only meant in the cultic sense of the word but in an
ethical and moral sense as well. This will further help
us in the making of our message on sin more specific by

pointing out exactly where in this kind of world one sins.



