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ABSTRACT

This study focused on examining the possibility and importance of a medical malpractice
law in the country and explored the viability of enacting a medical malpractice law that
would provide punishment for acts pertaining to medical maipractice committed by
medical practitioners and other prohibited acts through examination of Supreme Court
decisions, foreign court decisions, social legislations and results of studies done by
various researchers on the criminalization of medical malpractice. It sought to answer
questions of whether or not criminalizing medical malipractice would have a significant
effect on quality of medical services rendered by medical professionals in the
Philippines. Non-experimental qualitative content analysis approach was used as a
research design, where the purposive samples were the empirical studies and court
decisions regarding medical malpractice cases. The question raised was whether the
passage of a medical malpractice act in the country would significantly improve the
quality of medical services rendered by health professionals and to also o impose
liability among those would commit a wrong in the pursuit of their medical profession.
Results revealed that medical practitioners in the Philippines are not yet ready for the
passage of a Medical Malpractice Bill and most of the health professionals strongly
oppose for its enactment. Health practitioners contend that the enactment of Medical

Malpractice Act would discourage people from pursuing a career in medicine because of



the possible repercussions given the fact that being entrusted with the life and limb of a
person is already insurmountable task. The implementation of the medical malpractice
iaw may be a ground for people to take advantage of the opportunity tc use the law as a

way for them to cover acts that are beyond the scope of the law.



