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ABSTRACT

The fundamental development of indigenous people lies in the recognition of their rights 

to their traditional territories. This study was conducted to examine the experiences of 

indigenous communities after the recognition of their land rights by the State. It explores 

whether this recognition has enabled indigenous communities has enabled to achieved 

optimum use of their lands, whether the land is used for traditional and other purposes. 

Free prior and informed consent (FPIC) represents a critical tool in the realization of 

indigenous people land rights. Thus, a framework embodying the FPIC including the 

National Commission on Indigenous People (NCIP), the government agency responsible 

for developing and implementing policies and programs to protect and promote 

indigenous peoples’ right that influence the use of indigenous people territories was 

used for data collection and analysis.

The results reveal a contradiction in the outcome of the supposed ideals and intents of 

the formal title for the indigenous people. While it guaranteed them to live within their 

territories, the title has not allowed the realisation of other rights emanating from their 

title including the rights to fully access their lands and resources. Essentially, the positive 

gains of the title are lessened by the inadequate implementation of their land rights by 

the government, resulting to a continued denial of the exercise of the rights of the 

indigenous people.


