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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to determine the applicability of federalism in the Philippines. To 

achieve this objective, the researcher chose three model countries, namely, Australia, 

Germany and the United States and reviewed the characteristics of each federal 

structure and derived the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats in a federal 

government. Federalism is a form of government where administrative powers are 

shared between the national government and its states. Federal states, in the Philippine 

context, may come in the form of regions or group of provinces. Unlike in a Unitarian 

government, these states could act independently on certain areas of governance such 

as charting their own economic development agenda, managing their taxes, designing 

their infrastructure program, issuing licenses, and administering health, education and 

social service programs. The national government, would retain jurisdiction over all 

things of national interest, including foreign policy, defense, and managing the country’s 

finances, and others. On the other hand, federalism could promote divisiveness, uneven 

distribution of wealth, bureaucracy, and political dynasties. The researcher‘s assessment 

showed that a semi-presidential federal system is suitable to the Philippines. However, 

before we shift to federalism, further study of the proposals shall be conducted to come 

up with a federal system that will reflect Filipino ideologies and an instrument for the 

betterment of the whole country.


