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By

Joseph Bumatay Laus

A T hesis submi t t ed t o  th e South East  As ia  Graduate School o f  Theology  
in  p a r t ia l  f u l f i l l ment  o f  th e  req u irements fo r  th e degree o f  M a ste r  o f  
Theology (South E a s t  A s i a ) .

Abst r a c t  o f  Thesis

One o f  th e most  no t i c e able fe a tu r e s o f  the presen t l i t u r g i c a l  mone- 
m ent i s  th e r e c over y , r e s to r a tio n , r e fo r mati o n or en rich ment  o f  th e 
Pa sc h a l L itu r g y  o f  H oly Week and E aster as the crown o f  t h e C h r is tia n  
l i t u r g i c a l  ye a r . The pasch a l l i t u r g y  i s  the h e a rt o f  t h e C h r i s t i an l i t u r ­

g i c a l  yea r . I t  i s  th e un it i v e c ele b ra tio n  o f  th e Christian pass over

accomp lis h e d  i n  J e sus C h r is t  and in to  which a l l  c h r is t ia n s  are plunged by

v ir t u e  o f  t h e ir  baptism .  I t  i s th e l i t u r g i c a l  c e le b r a tio n  o f  th e one 
s aving a c t  of  C h r is t  in  w hich the Church as h is  m y s tic a l body d ie s and 
r is e s  ag a in w ith  h im.  The Pasc h a l L itu r g y  cons i s t s  o f  t h e R ite s  o f  Palm 
Sunday,  Maundy  Thurs day ,  Good F rid a y  and t h e Great  E a ste r  L itu r g y  o f  th e 
E aster N ig h t .

When th e Church c e le b r a te s  th e pasc h a l r i t e s  o f  H o ly  W e e k  a nd E a s te r , 
s he  i s  n o t keeping a s e r ie s  o f  a n tiq u e  r i t es o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  b e a u t y .  I t

i s by means o f  th e l i t u r g y  t h a t  th e Churc h m a k e s p r e se n t h e re  and now th e

redeemi ng power o f  C h r i s t 's  s a v in g  a c t s  in  th e  p a s t .  Holy Week and E a ste r 
i s  not c h i e f l y  th e tim e fo r  r e c o ll ec t in g  upon th e  l a st  even ts our 
S a v io u r 's  l i f e ;  n o r  i s  i t  a tim e fo r  in d iv id ua l  co rp o rate  r e t r e a t s .  I t
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i s  a l l  th e s e ,  but i t  i s  c h ief l y  a tim e fo r  the renewal o f  th e Church.

And the Church in  c e le b r a tin g  the paschal l i t u r g y  i s concerned w ith  th e 
c e n tr a l f ac t s  o f  i t s  ex iste n c e  and f a i t h .  By c e le b r a tin g  the l i t u r g y ,  
th e Church l iv e s  m o r e  in te n s e ly  than at any oth e r tim e o f  th e  y e a r  t h e  
c en tr a l f a c t s  o f  her e x is te n c e and f a i t h  so th a t she may be drewn more 
c lo s er to  her redemption i n C h r is t , and a t th e same renew he r s e lf  to  th e 
v e ry  depths o f  her e x isten ce and f a i t h .  Year by yea r ,  th e Church i s  r e -  
newed as she r ec a l l s  in  Holy  Week the point  o f  he r r e d e m p t i o n  t h e c r oss 
and r e sur r ec tio n  o f  C h r is t . I t  i s  the occasio n  o f  the Church ' s c orporate  
awareness o f  th e events o f  her redemptio n . I t  i s  during H oly W e e k  and 
e sp e c ia l ly  the Sac red T rid uum o f  Maundy Thursday,  Good F r iday and Holy  
S a tu rd ay  in  wh ich  th e people o f  God enter i n t o , and are renewed as th e 
people o f  God by the  t riumphant  p assio n  o f o u r L o rd .

Thus the p asch al r i t es are the unique means by which the Church 
proclaim  th e Word o f  God to  men, and the m ighty a cts  o f  God in  C h r is t  fo r  
man's  s a lv a t io n accom plished i n  C h r is t  once fo r  a l l  in  h is t o r y . T h e   
Church does th i s  i n  r i t es a n d   ce rem onies, word and a c tio n ,  p la ca rd in g  t h e 
e v e n t s  o f  h o ly  hi s t o r y , e x p o sin g  a n d m editating  upon i t ,  a n d  a t t h e  same 
t i me b e co m in g  id e n tif ie d  wi t h  t h a t  w hich she proclaim s and c e le b r a te s  as 
prese n t , passi ng from death to  l i f e ,  and becoming th e new c r e a tio n  in  t h e 
R ise n  L o r d .

The und e r ly ing theme o f  H oly Week p a s s o v e r  

o f  C h r i s t  a nd the p assover o f  h is  Ch ristian  br o th e r s .  J u s t  as 
C h r ist  pas sed over fr o m de ath  to  l i f e   to  th e g lo r y  o f  th e  F a th e r, so now 
th e  C h u r c h  is  making her  p a s s o v e r  th rough th e l i t u r g i c a l  c e le br at i o n  s o
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th a t  she may co me to  a new phase o f  her e x iste n c e . In  th e f i r s t  Holy 
W e e k  He renews our redemp tio n .  

Thus on Palm Sunday,  the Church r e c a lls  the trium phal en try  o f  our 
Lord to  J erusalem to  accom plish h is passove r . On Maundy Thursday, th e 
Church r e c a lls  th e be t ra y a l o f  our Lord and th e i n s t it u t io n  o f  the Holy 
Euchar i s t  in  whi ch Chr i s t  gave h is  body and blood as h i s anamnesis unti l  
H e comes a g a in .  Then on Good F r i d a y ,  th e Church d i e s  w it h C h r is t , she 
ri s e s to  l i f e agai n ,  now f i l l e d  w ith  the l i f e  o f  th e R ise n C h r is t  on 
Ho ly  Saturday a t the Grea t  E a s t e r  V i g i l .

T his work i s  a l i t u r g i o l o g i c a l  study whic h i s  concerned wi t h  the 
o r ig in s  and deve lopmen t o f  the l i t u r g y  as l i v ed t h e

s i s  o f  t h is  study i s  t h a t true l i t u r gi c a l  renewal must always 
r etu rn  to  th e  s acred source s ,  ori gin al and developmen t o f  th e l i t u r g y . 
Thi s grounding has a p r a c ti c a l  b e a r i n g  on th e p resen t b eacu se i t  t e l l s  
us how th e C h r is tia n s  prayed and w orshipped through th e l i v i ng c en tu r ie s 
o f  th e Chu rch , p ro vid in g a co n n ectin g lin k  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t as fa r  back 
to  th e l i f e and wor s hip  o f  th e Primi t i v e  Church.  And i t  i s  when we 
under stand th e p r im itiv e  o r ig in s ,  th e deve lopment o f  th e l i t u r g y  th rou gh 
th e  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e l i v in g  Church,  and t h i s  connec t in g  lin k  from th e

present to th e p rim itive ori g i ns that we can know and understand best

our presen t fo r ms o f  d iv in e  worsh ip . Thus  th e Given L itu r g y ,  th e 
Paradosi s  i s  a n ecessary  in g r e d ie n t in  any l i t ur g ic a l  renewal.  Wh a t  
has been done i n  th e l i t u r g y  and what i s bein g done now mus t  be te s te d  
ag a in s t  th e Gi ven or th e Par a d o s is .

The work i s  d ivid e d  in t o  e ig h t  ch a p te rs .  The f i r st  ch e a te r  i s  on 
th e backg round and th e  ori g in s  o f  th e  P a s c h a l ;  a nd then reconstructs the 
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P r im itiv e  Рaschа as g iv e n e sp e cia l l y  by the w r it in g s  o f  Ju st i n  Marty r 
and th e Apos t ol i c  T ra d itio n  o f  Hippolyt u s . The s econd chapter dea ls  
w ith  th e development o f  the comp lex observance o f  the pasch a l l i t u r g y ,  
and th e r ec o n str u ctio n  o f  th e s a m e , e s p e c ia lly  a s  t h a t which developed 
as the J erusalem  Holy W eek p a tte rn . The succeeding chap ter s  o u tlin e the  
hi s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  H o ly  Week o b s e r v a n c e  in  the W estern Church 
as a w h o le b efo re Vat i c a n I I .  T h e  c h a p t e r  on "H oly w eek" in  th e Ort hodox

Church” i s  to  b r i ng us t o  t h e  l i tu r g ic a l  t r ad it ions o f  the E a s t  a s  th ey  
have rece iv e d  th e P aradosis f r om th e Pr i mit i v e Chur c h . H o w e v e r , th i s  
s e c tio n  i s  v e ry lim it e d because o f  the la ck  of  t ex t s  a v a ila b le , ex c ep t  
t h e  E n g lis h tr a n s la tio n  o f  th e  Ho ly  Week ser v ic e s  fr o m th e se r v ic e  book 
o f  th e H o ly  O rth o d o x  C a th o lic  (Grec o -Russ ia n) Church by Is a b e l Hapgood (1906 ed i t io n ) .

The ch ap ter  on "The P asch al L itu r g y  In  The Phi l ip p in es" i s  im portant 
and i t s  main concern i s  a des c r ip t i o n o f  th e m ajo r  customary r e lig io u s  
p r a c tic e s  t h at have been a s s o c ia te d  w ith the Holy Week o b se rv a n ce  in  the

Ph i l i p p i n e s .  T h u s  t h i s  c h a p te r  g i v e s the c o n te x t o f  th e P h ilip p in e s , 
t h a t  i n  add i t i o n to  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r i t es of Holy W eek  m a n y  e x tr a -litu r g ic a l

orq u a s i  -  l i t u r gi c a l  ser v ic e s are b e in g observed by the pe o p le . This  
ch ap ter  poses a pr o b lem to  th e  Church:  "  H o w  s hould  the t r a d it io n a l  H oly  
W eek  p ractices be adapted,  or red i r ec te d ,  or r e -o r ie n te d  so t h a t  th ey  
are not c e le b r a te d  s ep a rate l y  from and unre la t e d to  th e paschal  l i t urgy  
of H o ly  W e e k  and E a s t e r ? "  T h is problem h as become more se rio u s becaus e 
some o f  t h e s e  re l ig io u s  p r a c t ice s  which th e  people v a lu e so much  have 
b e co m e  to u rist a t t r a c t io n s i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  or th ey may fade awау i n  th e 
fu tu re  y e a rs ahead.
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Some s o lu tio n s  to  t h i s  problem i s  suggested on th e chapter on "The 
Pasch a l L i t urgy I n The L it u r g ic al  Renewal. "  The main  concern o f  t h i s 
chapter i s l i t u r g i c a l  and prac t i c a l .  I t  reco n stru cts  the r e stored and 
r e fo r med pasch a l l i t u r g y  o f  th e Church,  espec i a l l y  as r epresented by th e 
Roman C a th o lic  Church,  the Ang l i can Church and th e Reformed Church T rad i-  
t i o n .  Then i t  proceeds to g iv e the p r in c ip le s  fo r  th e ad ap tation  o f  th e 
l i t u r g y  to  th e norms and tr a d it io n s  o f  th e pe o p le .  F ir s t , a profound 
knowledge o f  C h r is tia n  T r a d itio n i s  necessary to  d is c e r n in  th e custom  
what i s  u n iv e rsa l fr o m what i s  par t i c ula r  to  a g iv en c i v i l i s a tio n  or 
c u lt u r e . Second,  the norms govern in g l i t u r g i c a l  laws must be f o l l owed.  
T h ir d , th e subst ance o f  th e l i t u r gy must  be kep t i n t a c t ; and fo u r th , 
in d igenous prac t i c es a nd t ra d it io ns must not be in d is s o lu b ly  bound up 
w ith  super s t i t i o n .  W i th  th ese norms in  min d ,  th e Church ca n c a r e fu lly  
adapt or r e - o r ie n t some o f  th e m eaningful  t r a d it io n a l  p r a c t ic es o f  th e 
people i nto  th e l i t u r gy  o f  the Church, keeping what  i s  v a lu a b le i n th em, 
co rre c t i ng what i s  wrong and e le v a t i ng th em to  th e G osp el.  I n te g r a tin g  
som e o f  th e more  m eaningful  t r a d it io n s  a n d  p r a c t ic e s  o f  th e people w i l l  
in v o lv e  th e m a c t iv e ly  to  p a r t ic ip ate and share in  th e pasc h a l myst ery  
w hich t h e pas c h a l l i t u r gy p r o c la ims and c e le b r a t e s . And th e C h r is tia n  
w i l l  be a b le  to  exp erienc e a c ontin u i t y  between h is  d a ily  l i fe  and c u s -  
t oms, and th e Church.  T h e  p a s c h a l  l i t u r g y  w il l  t h e n   e v id e n t ly  b e  c e le -  
br a t ed as the sum m i t  o f  t h e l i t u r gi c a l  c e le b r atio n  o f  th e C h r is t ia n  Yea r .

wi l l  be ce le b ra te d  w ith  r eal i t y  a n d  g re a t awareness th at  w e a re  t r u ly  
a s a c r e d  p e o p le  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f C h r is t 's  body, w h ich  i s  h i gh l i ghted i n

t h e l i t u r gy o f  Ch r is t ia n  I n i t i a t i o n  ( b a p tism, c o n firm a tio n  and th e
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e u c h a r i s t  o f  th e  G r e a t  E a s t e r  L it u r g y . In  e f f e c t ,  t h is  b r in gs to  f ocus 
th e meaning o f  th e C h r is tia n  l i f e ,  making i t  c l ear th a t  th e chri s t i an i s  
in co rp o ra ted in to  the body o f  Chr i s t  through the sacrament  o f  C h r is t ia n  
I n i t i a t i o n .  Thus th e Chr i s t i a n  w i l l  be a b le  t o  worship C h r is t , whose 
proper t y  he has become,  because he w i l l  b e  a b le  to  understand Sunday 
be t t e r  as a weekly  E aste r , th e Euch ar i s t  and t h e prayers o f  th e Church. 
The C h r is t ia n who par t i c i p a t es in  t h e  pasch al r i t e s  o f  Holy W eek and 
Easter wi l l  not f a i l  to  understand th e m eaning o f  th e C h r is t ia n  l i f e ,  

pr oc l a i med and c e l e b r a t e d  e xperienced in  word and a ctio n  through the  
e f f ec t i v e  s ymbolism o f  th e l i t u r g y .

The con clu d in g sec t i o n o f th e chap ter  a t t empts to  sugge s t  fo r  pos-  
s i b i l i t i e s  and аr e a s  o f  ad ap tation  and l i t u r g i c a l r e n e w a l, o r ie nt in g  
some o f  th e t r a d itio n a l p r a c tic e s  to  the p asch al l i t u r gy o f  th e Church 
as c e le b r a te d th r ough th e l i v in g ages o f  th e Church.

The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  is  on "The T h eo lo gy of  The Pasch a l L it u r g y ."  
Foremos t  i s  th e passover moti f ,  and th e deat h a n d  re su r re ctio n  o f  C h r is t .  
I t  was because th e  a n g e l o f  th e Lord passed ove r th e land o f  Egypt k i l l -  
i n g t he f i r s t - born o f  th e  E g y p tia n s th a t  th e I s r a e l i t e s were enabled to  
pass over th e Red Se a to  Mount S in a i where God made covenant wi t h  th em 
to  b e  H is  Chosen People and He w i l l  be th ei r  God.  T his was th e most 
im portant o f  a l l  th e  s a v in g  a ct s o f  God among th e people o f  th e Old  
Testamen t .  Now, w hen C h r is t  came, w hat he d id  was i n  essence as th a t  
which God has done fo r  I s r a e l .  I t  was a p assover ,  I s r a el  in  Eg yp t  
was hopel e s s ,  e x cep t t h a t  God would in te r v ene and do s omething .  God 
in te r v ened and d e liv ered I s r a e l .  In  l i k e mann e r, th e sin le s s  man C h r i s t ,
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making h i ms e l f  i n a l l  t h i ngs lik e  man chose the w ay  o f the g u i l t y  
though u t t e r ly  g u i l t l e s s , in  order th a t men might be saved,  becoming th e 

passover o f  h i s  s in f u l brothe r s .
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