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No other F ilip in o  general in the Philippine 
Revolution and in the Filipino-American War could 
compare with General Gregorio H. del P ila r  in roman­
t ic  escapades, gallantry toward the enemy, and 
intrepid exp lo its . At 24, he had already reached 
the pinnacle of his career as a so ld ier. And at 
Tirad Pass, some 4,500 fee t above sea le v e l, Del
Pi la r  made his supreme s a c r if ic e . This was on December 
2 , 1899, a fte r  his six-hour rear-guard battle with 
American forces pursuing General Aguinaldo.

So much has been written about Del P ila r ’ s last 
stand, but how about the many other battles he fought 
before he became a brigadier general?

The la te  Teodoro M. Kalaw's book on the hero of 
Tirad Pass, printed in 1930 by the Bureau of Printing, 
narrates that Del Pi la r ’ s f i r s t  baptism of f ir e  took 
place on January 1, 1897, when he participated in the 
defense of the fo r t if ic a t io n s  in Kakaron de S i l i ,  near 
San Rafael, Bulacan. He and h is brother, Julian, fought 
bravely but Spanish soldiers from four d irections over­
whelmed the fo rtress , k il l in g  many of the defenders.
In th is struggle, the two del P ila r  brothers were 
wounded. The valiant figh t earned fo r  Gregorio the 
rank of lieutenant in the revolutionary forces in 
Bulacan.

Gregorio once again showed his courage when, single 
handed, he attacked six Spanish cazadores escorting 
a curate, a certain  Padre Moi ses of Malolos. th is  
he did while his companions were s t i l l  discussing the 
plan to ambush the enemy. ’’Leave i t  to me,” Lt .
Del Pi la r  to ld  his comrades. He fired  at the last 
o f the horse-drawn coaches, k il l in g  the so ld ier on the 
platform . The other sold iers and the priest jumped o f f  
th e ir  carriage and ran away to escape. Del P ila r  got 
the s la in  so ld ie r ’ s Mauser and pursued the fle e in g  
cazadores.
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According to the la te  Teodoro M. Kalaw, Del Pi la r 's  
w ell planned assault on Paombong, Balacan, gave great 
prestige to the young leader, The Kalaw book quotes a 
le t t e r  of Del P ila r  describing the battle and published 
in "Notas Katipunescas," a Katipunan organ which was 
edited by Mariano ponce in Hong Kong:

"We entered the town of Paombong at n igh t... My 
nine so ld iers were under orders to sleep in two houses; 
they would t e l l  the house-owners they were benighted 
in th e ir  tr ip  and because of the prevailing dangers 
on the way, had to pass the night inside the town.
I  accompanied by one o f the loya l sold iers, entered 
an uninhabited house in front o f the convent.. .
One o’  clock in the morning. None of the Spanish 
sentinels perceived our presence. The rest of my men 
were deployed on the outskirts of the town, ready to 
rush to our a id . The signal fo r  the attack would be 
a shot directed at sentinel in the middle o f the plaza 
fron ting the church.

"The fo llow ing day was Sunday. The bells  would 
ring fo r  Mass: i t  would be the s ignal that we were 
ready. At the start o f the Maos, my soldiers, wearing 
f ie s ta  a t t ir e ,  arrived . They walked fiv e  paces apart 
so that they would not be n o tice d . . .  A shot rang out.
The nine sold iers charged the cazadores who were s t i l l  
resting near the armory. Genera l panic. The enemy 
disbanded without getting to th e ir  firearm s. In the 
meantime, I ,  who had posted myself on the plaza in 
front o f the convent, fired  continuously to prevent the 
enemy from making use of the windows. Two of the enemy 
Spaniards fired  from the azotea without e f fe c t . The 
assault lasted fo r  three minutes. We spent a quarter of 
an hour gathering the firearms and ammunition, which 
the Spaniards le f t  behind in th e ir f l ig h t . "

For th is gallant raid, President Aguinaldo promoted 
Del Pi la r ,  already a captain, to the rank of lieutenant 
co lonel. A fte r  the signing of the pact of Biak-na-Bato, 
L t . Co l.  Del P i l ar was one of the few trusted o ffic e rs  
who accompanied General Aguinaldo to Hong Kong.

Returning to the Philippines to resume the revo­
lu tion  against Spain, Aguinaldo and Del Pi l ar la nded 
in Cavite in May, 1898, from one o f Admiral Dewey' s 
transports. A fte r  having insta lled  himself as " d ic t a t o r , " 
Aguinaldo named Del P ila r  ’’D ictator of Bulacan and 
Nueva Eci j a . "  With  500 r i f le s ,  Del Pi la r  organized the 
"Del P i la r  B atta lion .”
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