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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Christine Lily Angely T. Chin, J.D.

ABSTRACT

impeachment proceedings which are supposed to be an abstract activity are no longer
valid because of the practical implications that go with it. The proceedings are not lodged
in traditional institutions of law but are conducted by elected representatives of the

people.

This study was conducted to Critically Analyze impeachment Proceedings in the
Philippines and to Propose Amendments thereto. The data were gathered from Article
11 Sections 2 and 3 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution, through a critical analysis of its
provisions that determined the nature and functions of impeachment proceedings. After
a critical review of the provisions. other data were gathered from Rules of Procedure in
Impeachment Proceedings, news articles from the internet, newspapers, and case
studies of previous impeachment compiaints filed in the Philippines that pinpointed

existing problems in the impeachment process.

A Qualitative research method was used in this study. The specific type of research

design that was used was Historical Research.
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This study concluded that impeachment is entirely dependent on politics more than the
constitutional structure that determines the success or failure of any effort to remove the
public official. Being sui generis in character is the fact that the Senate, as the body with
sole authority to try and decide cases of this nature, is not part of the judiciary and
functions independentiy of judicial institutions. It stands alone on matters such as

appreciation of evidence and, how much evidence is needed to convict or acquit.

impeachment Proceeding being a judicialized proceeding is nowhere better to be lodged
than in the Supreme Court. The proposed impeachment court will be constituted by 3
Justices coming from the Supreme Court and selected by a manner of raffiing. A certain
number of Justices will only be chosen as to not paralyze the everyday functions of the

Supreme Court while the impeachment proceeding is ongoing.



